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Dedication 
 

I offer this as a tribute to those who took 
part in changing the debate in preserving 

freedom - those who wrote letters and e-
mails, made phone calls, sent faxes, 
attended TEA Parties and Town Hall 
Meetings; and to my wife who keeps 

asking,  
“What Can I Do?”   
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For many years now, you and I have been shushed 
like little children and told there are no simple 
answers to the complex questions which are beyond 
our comprehension.  Well, the truth is, there are 
simple answers – there just are not easy ones.  The 
time has come for us to decide whether we can 
afford everything and anything we think of simply 
because we think of it.  The time has come to run a 
check to see if all the services government provides 
were in answer to demands or were just goodies 
dreamed up for our supposed betterment.  The time 
has come to match outgo to income, instead of 
always doing it the other way around. 

 
Ronald Reagan 

(Inaugural Address as 
 Governor of California) 
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What Can I Do? 
After the TEA Party 

 

Introduction 
In 1765, the British Parliament imposed 
a tax on printed paper used by 
Americans, including legal documents, 

licenses, newspapers and other 
publications, and even playing cards.  
This “Stamp Act” was viewed as an 
attempt to raise revenues in the 
colonies without approval of the 
colonial legislatures.  Though the 
actual costs of the Stamp Act were 
relatively small, this tax could open the 
door for far more troublesome taxation 
in the future.  Samuel Adams publicly 
opposed the law and encouraged 
citizens to do the same.    He instigated 
the “Stamp Act riots” to intimidate 
potential tax agents.   
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A few years later when the British 
government placed a tax on imported 
products … (including tea), Adams 

protested and soon had all Americans 
boycotting the new tax.  An angry 
British government retaliated by 
sending troops to collect the tax, 
resulting in 5 colonists being killed.  
Samuel Adams dubbed the event “The 
Stamp Act Massacre.”  (Under God, 

Bethany House Publishers, 2004) 
 

Today we are faced with a federal government which 

seems to be an opponent of the American people.  The 

early colonists were faced with decisions we have not yet 

addressed.  How much control are we willing to give our 

Federal government over our lives?  How much will we 

let the Federal government stray from the Constitution?  

The colonists were wary of the “slippery slope” and 

resisted to the point of (some) deaths.   
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Ronald Reagan addressed the Economic Club of New 

York in 1968. 

At the moment there appears to be a 

panic fear in the air, partly due to a 
feeling of helplessness, a feeling that 
government is a separate force beyond 
their control, that their voices echo 
unheeded in the vast multitudinous 
halls of government.  I do not 
remember a time when so many 
Americans, regardless of their 
economic or social position, have been 
so suspicious and apprehensive of the 
aims, the credibility, and the 
competence of the federal 
establishment.  There is a question 
abroad in the land, “What is happening 
to us?”  (Ronald Reagan, The National 

Federation of Republican Women, 1984) 
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The American people need to decide if their freedom is 

to be protected from an out-of-control Federal 

Government.  The Americans of my age group have lived 

through a similar experience in the recent Carter era.  

Most people I know would prefer to avoid a similar path.  

Our Constitution, if followed, limits national government 

and restricts its powers.  We have allowed it to deviate 

beyond its boundaries and failed to oppose small 

encroachments.  Unlike a young tree which can be 

straightened with supports, the gnarled old oak will 

require an axe or chain saw to re-shape.    

  

In 1984, Walter Mondale was soundly “whipped” by 

Ronald Reagan, who won the electoral votes in 49 

states.  His policy positions had destroyed him while 

the American people were still fighting out of the 

“quagmire” created by X-President, Jimmy Carter.  

“America”, as George C. Scott explained in his opening 

speech in the movie portraying General Patton, “… will 
not tolerate a loser”.  X-President Jimmy Carter had 

surrendered America without a fight and actually 
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destroyed the greatest economy on earth.  The American 

people were hampered so badly by Carter policies they 

couldn’t produce and couldn’t profit from their efforts.  

They were beaten down and humiliated before the world.   

 

President Ronald Reagan had restored strength, pride 

and hope to America.  The conservative policies of 

Ronald Reagan had allowed us to begin emerging from 

“malaise”.  The “misery index” had been cut and 

American business was hiring and spending again.  We 

were gaining strength as a nation, and didn’t want a 

return to the Carter era.  It was truly “Morning in 

America.” 

 

We are now in such a position.  Our current 

administration, led by President Obama, is emphasizing 

fundamental change and exacting “our change” as no 

one since X-President Jimmy Carter.  The American 

people won’t tolerate a loser, and these policies will 

cause America to become a nation of losers.  Beginning 

with his “apology tour”, President Obama has indicated 



 
 
 

After The TEA Party 
 

 10 

to the world that the America, which has led the world, 

will be reduced in power - morally, economically and 

militarily.  The Constitution which he swore to uphold, 

and which has guided this nation since the blood shed of 

the Revolutionary War is a mere obstruction to his plan 

and vision.  Values we consider sacrosanct will be 

obliterated in favor of being “progressive”.  As 

deToqueville said, “… when America ceases to be 
good, America will cease to be great.”   
 

*************************************************** 
Throughout this writing, readers will notice a distinction 
between an X-President and a former-President.  An X-
President is intended to define a President who was 
“retired” by the voters while seeking an additional term.  
Jimmy Carter, Gerald Ford and George H.W. Bush (41) 
come to mind.  “Former” Presidents are those who left 
office because of a limit on term of office or a decision not 
to seek another term.  Lyndon Johnson chose not to run 
again; Richard Nixon won re-election but later resigned.  
Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and John 
Kennedy (assassinated) were not turned out by the voters, 
but left office due to constitutional limits or for other 
reasons.    
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'Of the four wars in my lifetime, none came 
about because the U.S. was too strong.' 

Ronald Reagan 
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1. It’s Not About Political Parties – It’s About 

America 

The Reagan coalition developed in 1980 as a result of 

failed policies of the Carter Administration.  There has 

always been a majority “conservative” base 

(enterstageright.com  – Bruce Walker – 6/9/08) which exceeds 

any one group of Republicans, Democrats, socialists, 

communists, unions, minorities, independents, youth, or 

seniors.  But collectively, independents and seniors shift 

the balance to coalesce whenever change is depicted as 

needed by a set of economic or military events.   

 

For Reagan, the economy drove them to leave Carter.  

George Bush (41) won with “where’s the beef” only to 

lose them by “read my lips” and then supporting a tax 

increase.  In the movie, “American President”, Michael 

Douglas announces to the press that the “…job of 

President is entirely about character”.  Clinton “soiled” 

the office and pointed his finger at the camera saying, “I 
didn’t have sexual relations with that woman, Miss 
Lewinski.”  Al Gore didn’t really invent the internet but 
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somehow invented “Global Warming”; while George W. 

Bush (43) limped into office following the debacle of 

“hanging chads.”  Bush was reelected, however, as a 

result of tax cuts, strength in defense of our Republic, 
and strong American Patriotism.  He lost his thin 

coalition due to Congress’ insatiable appetite for pork, 
his “wrong-headed” attempt to deal with illegal 
immigration; by attempting “bipartisanship” to placate 

the late Sen. Edward Kennedy on education (a state 

issue); and a huge new entitlement, prescription drugs.   

 

Contrary to what many believe, the onslaught from the 

media didn’t emasculate President Bush; it was his 

policy decisions which seemed more liberal than 

conservative.  He won legislative approval for every 

initiative he deemed important (except amnesty).  

Senator McCain couldn’t win with the conservative core 

because he is Republican “light.”  Only Former Gov. 

Palin made it close.   
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In fact, the media didn’t elect President Obama and can’t 

sustain him, today.  The main-stream media would like to 

“puff” around and “back-slap” in their tight, social circles 

believing they have shaped the election and support for 

the President.   Fact is, they have little or no influence 

over the people when policies are clearly defined.  They 

believe, as does Obama, that they, the reporters, shape 

the thinking of Bubba and Sally.  They have such disdain 

for Bubba and Sally (and therefore for me), they don’t 

know that these “commoners” are the ones who see 

through the lies and buy the truth.  Commoners, another 

label for “Americans”, make the difference in electing the 

President and the Congress.  You can’t get them to back 

down when pitted against paid workers.   

 

People seek media for affirmation – not information.  

Most will purchase or listen to a format which already 

supports the position they have chosen rather than 

provokes or requires a change in position.  Reporters 

think they “don’t get it.”   Whatever “it” is; but they do! 
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Having only served a few months, President Obama is a 

“lame duck” already, trying to overturn the basics of 

American Constitutional government.  He is not doing 

this through some form of subterfuge.  He told us he 

would do it and he is proceeding at a rapid pace.  His 

advisors know he can’t sustain his political capital and 

strive to get the major pieces adopted before America 

wakes up.   

 

Contrary to many publically stated pundit opinions, I 

believe Obama is not well equipped, mentally, to learn 

“on the job”.  He is not really the “brightest bulb” on the 

planet and can’t even keep his foot out of his mouth 

without a teleprompter. “Police acted stupidly?”  “Wee-

wee.”  Opponents should “shut-up”.  He and Joe Biden 

are the perfect team of “nincompoops” who can’t relay a 

message to explain “green peas” to farmers.  Obama 

gave over 92 speeches on Health Care Reform before 

delivering his speech on healthcare to a joint session of 

Congress.  Bill O’Reilly, a Harvard graduate (as is 
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Obama), listened to dozens of them and can’t figure out 

what the man is trying to sell.  My own feeling is that he 
says “nothing” more eloquently than anyone else 

I’ve ever heard. McCain was right about Obama 

needing “on-the-job-training” (OJT).  [Even a broken 

clock (McCain) is right twice a day] 

 

Americans don’t want to change that much.  In Fiddler on 

the Roof, Tevye decides, finally, “If I bend that much, I 

will break.”  The American people are like Tevye.  They 

won’t bend as much as President Obama’s handlers 

want to bend them.  They fear he will “break us” as a 

nation and become the “losers” we cannot tolerate.  Like 

Tevye, we value American traditions and patriotism 

which strengthens us during times of turmoil.   

 

So, here they come (Bubba and Sally).  They will go to 

tea parties and town hall meetings.  They go to 

Washington or anyplace they can be heard.  They will 

work tirelessly and continually because President Obama 

has single-handedly destroyed apathy.   
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Obama doesn’t understand them since he does not 

possess the background, historical perspective, or 

common sense to recognize they aren’t being 

manipulated into this as is Acorn or SEIU.  ACORN is an 

organization which receives federal and other grant 

money to pursue issues in local (mostly black) 

neighborhoods.  SEIU is a union which has provided 

workers and crowds for Obama campaign activities.  

That’s his only historical perspective (paid workers) – as 

an organizer.  (Obama Resume – cdn.theladders.net)  

 

These people at TEA Parties are concerned about an 

idea bigger than they are.  They are proud Americans 

who support those “corny” principles like God, 

motherhood, and apple pie.   They grew up thinking 

Wally Cleaver was truly a “good guy” and don’t care what 

“Janine Garafola” thinks about anything.  They paid into 

the system of Social Security and Medicare, for years, 

and don’t want either taken away.   They oppose 

unethical behavior and lying politicians.  As one eloquent 
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Town Hall attendee stated to his Congressman, “Don’t 

piss on my leg and tell me it’s raining.”  (jonathanturley.org 

- September 15, 2009 - Bizarre Politics Society) 

 

Taxed Enough Already – TEA Parties evolved from a tax 

protest into the current grassroots movement to preserve 

liberty.  The original group has now become American 

Liberty Alliance.  The colossal throng of people who 

gathered in Washington DC were there to express 

frustration with indifference by Congress to people they 

were elected to serve.   

 

After objecting to the bloated stimulus bill, they were 

ignored or called names.  When Cap & Tax (trade) was 

passed in the House, they became more vocal.  

Healthcare legislation has been the catalyst to finally end 

apathy and force activism among millions of American 

voters concerned about losing freedom.  They have 

witnessed activities of the administration to shut them out 

of the process and successfully rallied to get the 
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healthcare reform legislation postponed until after the 

August recess.   

 

They used the recess to attend Town Hall meetings 

where they have been largely criticized and demeaned – 

even called racists for objecting.  Even the President said 

they should “shut up.”  But they won’t.  They will torment 

Congress and the President until heard. 
 

 

 

 

'The taxpayer: That's someone who works for the 
federal government but doesn't have to take the civil 

service examination.' 
Ronald Reagan 
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2. The 10th Amendment 
Slowly, following the “Southern Revolution”, improperly 

called the “Civil War” (since two forces were not fighting 

for control of the same government, but rather, to 

establish a separation), and more rapidly since the Civil 

Rights Act was adopted in the early 60’s, the 10th 

Amendment has been trampled, with advocates beaten 

down by being branded “racists”.  Many who advocated a 

position based upon “States Rights” was deemed a 

“racist extremist” who was “unfit” for public office.  Many 

candidates who sought to protect the Constitution by 

limiting the insatiable appetite of the Federal Government 

have been defeated and even accosted by civil rights 

activists.  During the civil rights movement, states 

resisted federal intervention to implement bussing, 

integration, and racial changes to laws, business 

practices, and more. (Wickpedia: Sates’_rights)  But 

Congress legislated in other areas beyond their authority, 

as well.  
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What did elected officials do? They gave up the 10th 

Amendment in fear and allowed legislation to pass which 

dominated States by federal acts.  Civil rights activists 

were encouraged and supported by the courts, whose 

judges became so sensitive to the plight of minorities, 

that the position of 10th Amendment advocates was 

almost always viewed as racist rather than 

Constitutional.  It takes courage to stand up to calls of 

racism.  And, unfortunately, most of our elected officials 

don’t have courage.  They would rather “get along” than 

fight for what is true, just and lawful.  The 10th 

Amendment to the Constitution (one contained in the “Bill 

of Rights”) reads as follows: 

“The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the states, are 
reserved to the states respectively, or 
to the people.”   

The 9th Amendment is also important in that it is blanket 

protection for the people.   
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The enumeration, in the Constitution, 
of certain rights, shall not be construed 
to deny or disparage others retained by 

the people.  
 

With the election of Obama, the 9th & 10th Amendments 

can be championed again.  Guilt over racial 

discrimination is gone and the “racist” label cannot be 

properly tagged on a legislator for disagreeing with 

policies.  They have overused it (the race issue) to get 

Obama elected. All opponents, even policy opponents, of 

Obama are deemed racists, and now the label doesn’t 

carry the weight it used to carry.  They have diminished 

the value of the label until it just doesn’t infuriate anyone 

anymore.  Rush Limbaugh reported one sign displayed 

at the Washington DC TEA Party Rally simply stated:  

“It doesn’t matter what I put on this 
sign, they will call me a racist anyway!” 

 

Legislators can now reduce the federal bureaucracy and 

courts can actually use the Constitution to invalidate 
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legislation which doesn’t conform to written provisions.  

We can actually return to American principles and ideals.  

But it will require work.  We cannot be the apathetic 

people we were.  “Freedom isn’t free.”  

 

We must distinguish between these two truisms: 

“Anything the government can grant can be taken 
away.”  “That which is inalienable is yours forever 
since it was granted by God. “ 
 

It’s time to decide if our freedom is worth fighting to 

preserve.  Those things which are determined by the 

Constitution are clearly defined.  There are only a few 

powers granted to the Federal Government.  All others 

are reserved to the States.  Yet, through apathy, we have 

allowed the federal government to usurp the rights of 

states to manage that which is the responsibility only of 

the states.  These are the powers granted to the federal 

government in the Constitution (summarized): 

1. Levy and collect taxes 

2. Borrow money, incur debt 
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3. Regulate commerce 
4. Establish uniform rule of naturalization and 

for bankruptcies 

5. Coin money 
6. Provide punishment for counterfeiting 
7. Establish post offices and post roads 
8. Copyright protection 
9. Establish federal courts 
10. Define and punish piracies and felonies on 

the high seas 
11. Declare war, make rules regarding captures 
12. Raise and support armies, but cannot fund 

for longer than two years at a time 
13. Provide and maintain a navy 
14. Make rules for the government and regulation 

of land and naval forces 
15. Provide for rules for calling forth the militia 
16. Provide for organizing, arming, and 

disciplining the militia, and governing such 
part as may be employed in the service of the 

United States, reserving to the states 
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respectively, the appointment of officers, and 
the authority of training the militia according 
to the discipline prescribed by Congress, and 

to protect the states from domestic violence 
or invasion 

17. Exercise exclusive legislative authority over 
the District of Columbia and other federal 
properties for the erection of forts, 
magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and other 
needful buildings. 

18. Make laws necessary to execute these and 
other constitutionally granted powers 

19. Declare the punishment for treason 
20. President - make treaties and appointments 

with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
grant pardons from federal crimes 

 
Under President Obama, even unalienable rights are 

also under assault.  The “right to life” has been further 

diminished by a President who is comfortable with 

infanticide (Andrew McCarthy, NRO online – 8/22/08).  His stated 

health care reform plan now offers, in his own words to 
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Jane Sturm, “… a pill instead of treatment.” (YouTube: 

Obama to Jane Sturm) 

 

Recently, several States’ Governors announced they 

would not take certain elements of the stimulus fund 

package because the funds required states to 

permanently adopt increased financial obligations for 

which funds would not be provided in the future.  The 

U.S. Congress, in its wisdom, inserted language into the 

stimulus legislation which said that State Legislatures 

could vote to overrule governors and accept the funds 

governors refused.  By what authority can Congress 

grant any internal state authority?  None!  Congress does 

not have the power to regulate what can or cannot take 

place within the purview of state government.  Each 

State has its own Constitution which governs its affairs.  

There is no authority granted in any State Constitution or 

in our Federal Constitution to warrant Congressional 

intervention into State Legislative issues.  Yet, no 

governor challenged this action in state or federal court.  

Where are the State’s Attorneys General? 
(Yahoo.com/politico – 2/22/09 – Barbour Won’t Take Stimulus Funds) 
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     I nearly threw a chair through the TV 
as I watched Gov. Arnold 

Schwarzenneger interviewed on 
Hannity (Fox News Channel, 9/17/09) 
regarding the protection of smelt 
minnows in the San Joachim Valley.   
(Minnow management is not contained 
in the 20 powers of the federal 
government.) 
     He has written a letter to President 
Obama as family farms became a dust 
bowl and 40,000 people became 
unemployed. Canned food from foreign 
countries is being distributed to keep 
them alive while they beg for a return 
to work.   
     Why doesn’t the governor turn on 
the water?  Why doesn’t he declare an 
emergency, call out the National Guard, 

and turn the valve?  His responsibility 
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is not to the smelt, but to the people of 
California.  Washington DC may have a 
need for the smelt.  If so, they should 

go get them and put them into the 
Potomac.  But families need to eat.  
Their land has been condemned 
without compensation – a violation of 
the 5th Amendment to the US 
Constitution.  
      Governor Schwarzenneger, turn on 
that water!  The 10th Amendment puts 
YOU in charge of California.  You don’t 
have to wait for a response from the 
President.  He’s run off to Copenhagen 
to make a failed bid to host the 2016 
Olympic Games for Chicago.  Your 
people are losing their land and their 
dignity.  They need YOU to be a leader.   
     Follow the Constitution you swore 
to uphold (the 10th Amendment) and 

turn on the water.   Ask yourself, “What 
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would Reagan do?”  “What would John 
Wayne do?”  (Actors with principles) If 
I were Governor, they would have to 

overcome the National Guard and then 
arrest me.  I would turn on the water. 

We have a Department of Education which mandates a 

variety of regulations with which states must comply.  

The Constitution of the United States omits education.  

The 10th Amendment would support my contention that 

education is not an allowable power of the federal 

government.  Yet, no state has challenged the exercise 

of any action by the federal government over any state in 

the area of education.  Why not?   

 

If we are to survive as a nation, we must get back to the 

framework which established this experiment called 

America.  If we allow the government which is farthest 

from the people to control more of our freedoms, we will 

have violated the intentions of the Constitutional 

Convention (The Federalist No. 45) and succumbed to the 
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founders’ greatest fears.  We must stop the power grab 

and preserve freedom for our grandchildren.   

 

Thankfully, our founders provided a mechanism to 
achieve change without violence.  They have given 
us the opportunity to change the elected 
representative who fails to serve us.  (Articles I and 
II) The law which offends can be changed in 
legislation. (Article V) The action which violates the 
Constitution can be challenged in court.  (Article III) 
To preserve freedom, we must know how to fight 
within the framework provided.  We must select our 
issues and fight to win.  We must enlist the help of 
like-minded people who are willing to join in this 
vigilance.   

 

Just as a carpenter must have a hammer to drive nails, 

you must have the tools to accomplish your task.  You 

may drive a few using a shoe, but to build a house, you 

should have a hammer, at the very least.  To shape a 

nation, you must be able to recognize your limitations 
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and strengths.  The following pages attempt to arm you 

for the fight ahead.   

 

The next section deals with my choice of the most 

effective actions you can take.  My experience helps me 

to understand the historical perspective of President 

Obama.  The difference between us is that I don’t 

personally recall ever having paid a worker to canvass a 

neighborhood.  I know several who have, but I have not.  

In numerous elections, I have been confronted by 

leaders of various (predominantly black) organizations 

who wanted to be paid to support a candidate.  I have 

also had many black campaign workers who were 

volunteers and who contributed greatly to the effort.  I 

thought it was “fool’s play” in paying for workers because 

I couldn’t decide if a higher bidder would cause them to 

change camps, or if they would just take the money and 

run.  I’ve known candidates who paid dearly for each 

vote they sought in various precincts and can’t tell you if 

any were received because of the money they spent.  I 
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truly hope they never got a vote from cash payments.  

Unfortunately, I believe they did. 

 

I feel for those who believe his/her vote is for sale.  

Various solicitors explained to me that the election is a 

“blue collar” workday since government services are 

usually less visible to poor people. (They discount public 

housing, aid for dependent children, health clinics, 

Medicaid, WICK, welfare, food stamps, and now cell 

phones.)  These individuals expected immediate 

gratification in the form of pay for their efforts and 

wouldn’t “volunteer” to help regardless of the cause.  

They would arrive at campaign headquarters with a 

budget and explain how many votes they commanded.  If 

paid “X” amount, they would deliver “X” votes for the 

candidate.  It’s a slap in the face to volunteers who gladly 

seize the privilege of working to garner votes for a good 

representative.   

 

If we were going to lose a race because workers weren’t 

getting paid, I was committed to let them get an employer 
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rather than a representative.  The candidate who pays 

owes them nothing following the election since 

compensation was already rendered. 

     About a month before the election 
during one campaign I worked, a black 
“organizer” was sent to me by the state 
campaign manager.  He had been 
assured that the campaign would pay 
to supply a dinner to the prominent 
black church pastors of the district.  It 
was hoped that this “organizer” would 
sell the virtues of our candidate, and 
garner a huge segment of the black 
vote.   
     I secured the Petroleum Club dining 
facilities (which probably had not seen 
many blacks in the place since its 
inception) and ordered prime rib for all 
sixteen attendees.  I was not allowed to 
remain in the room since the organizer 

said he wanted to talk “black” to them.  



 
 
 

What Can I Do? 
 

 35 

The meal cost several hundred dollars 
and I was told after the meeting it 
“looked good”. 

     On Election Day, when we received 
less than 10% of the vote in the 
precincts he had targeted, I asked why 
we didn’t get any more black votes 
than in previous elections.  He 
explained that the prime rib was served 
“medium-rare” instead of “well-done” 
as blacks prefer.  It ruined the meeting 
and cost us votes.  In other words, they 
didn’t support our candidate (after it 
“looked good”) because of my 
“cultural” ignorance.  At least he had 
the nerve to hang around on Election 
Day to await the outcome.  Once again, 
gratuitous remuneration to voters – or 
leaders – to secure votes was a failure.   
     Our candidate was badly beaten.  

Ours was the only parish (county) he 
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carried in the entire state.  But that 
victory in our parish was secured 
through the combined efforts of 

volunteers – not “royal treatment” paid 
to a select few. 

    

I don’t advocate paying for votes and never will.  I detest 

anyone who would sell his/her vote, the right of which 

was purchased with blood; and detest equally anyone 

who would pay for one.  But I understand the mind set 

and the historical perspective of our President who paid 

$850,000 to an alliance of ACORN (Citizen’s Services, 

Inc.) during the campaign.  I also have the greatest 

respect for voters who will volunteer their time for a 

cause in which they believe.  Americans, for generations, 

have sacrificed to make this the greatest nation on earth 

– some with blood and some with their sweat equity.  

Paid workers will always be beaten by the volunteer 

efforts of passionate Americans.   

I worked a US Senate election for a 

candidate opposing an incumbent US 
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Senator.  On Election Day, I received a 
panic telephone call from a voter who 
announced, “They are stealing the 

election for the incumbent.”  The caller 
told me of a union worker from 
Mississippi who was waiting to vote in 
the election in Angie, LA (which is on 
the border with Mississippi).  The union 
worker told the commissioner that he 
would not be paid unless he voted.  
She, being very understanding and 
wanting to help this poor fellow (who 
was obviously dumb as a post for 
broadcasting his intentions in front of 
those in line), made him wait until she 
could find the “name” of a voter (dead 
or alive) he could use to vote, since he 
wasn’t registered in Louisiana.  I 
reported the incident to election 
security but never was apprised of the 
outcome.  
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 So, payment to some will get some votes, if there is no 

fear of criminal prosecution.   And, who in the US 

Attorney’s office will prosecute union workers or 

dishonest election officials for election fraud?   

Maybe, just maybe, precinct workers, who know the 

voters, and are visible in the polling place, will challenge 

this type of practice before our entire election process is 

destroyed.   
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3. A Personal History of Canvassing 

3A. Watching Others: 
In 1963, my father was asked to help a candidate in his 

attempt to win a seat in the Louisiana Legislature 

occupied by an 8-year incumbent.  He was asked to 

canvass his precinct and ask for support.  I recall each 

evening my father would gather the handouts and walk 

door-to-door asking for votes for the man he felt would 

be an honest legislator.  Our candidate won his race and 

became a legislator and, later, a judge in New Orleans.  

Our precinct went for him because my father asked them 

to vote for him.  While many in our neighborhood knew 

my father, a good many hadn’t.  He asked for their vote 

and they said “yes”.   
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3B. Getting Involved: 
When I got older, I worked as a store manager for a retail 

clothing store chain.  The owner, my employer, was 

trying to expand one of his stores and needed a building 

permit.  The inspector implied that he would have trouble 

unless a specific suit of clothes was provided to the 

inspector without cost.  This dishonesty angered my 

employer so much that he decided to run for parish 

(county) council.  In the primary, he garnered enough 

votes to win a runoff against an incumbent seeking a fifth 

term.  He came to me and asked that I become a 

precinct captain and work my precinct for the runoff.  The 

incumbent had run first in my precinct leaving a 350 vote 

margin to overcome.   

 

I gathered my children and walked door-to-door 

(canvassed) asking voters to consider my candidate.  I 

gave out literature and asked them to put up yard signs.  

We carried signs and put them up when someone said 

“yes”.  I had only asked registered voters for support and 

for sign placement, so I was surprised when others came 
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to my home asking for signs.  I knew only a few of the 

neighbors but spoke to almost every registered voter in 

the precinct during the few weeks of the run-off.  When 

someone wasn’t home, I left a brochure with a 

handwritten note expressing my disappointment that I 

didn’t have a chance to meet them. On Election Day, I 

introduced myself to the commissioners at the polling 

location (some of whom I had met while canvassing) and 

asked their rules for my presence.  They provided the 

ground rules which I followed.  I placed signs near the 

poll and greeted every person coming to vote.   

 

The result was a 350 vote winning margin in my precinct 

– a 700 vote swing!  My candidate won the race by 119 

votes in a large district.  He was nicknamed “landslide” 

by his peers and thanked me profusely for my efforts.   
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3C. A Larger District: 
My first Parish (County) wide election involved my being 

asked to manage a large portion – about one third - of 

the parish (county).  I began by opening a headquarters 

and soliciting volunteers.  The volunteers were asked to 

assume the roll of precinct captains and to canvass 

registered voters in their precincts.  We were unable to 

find precinct captains for each precinct, so we “blitzed” 

key precincts.  This involved getting a group of 

volunteers and canvassing in precincts as a group – 

splitting the precinct by blocks and knocking doors in 

teams.  We were able to cover several additional 

precincts in this manner.  We didn’t win the election, but 

we won each precinct we worked.  It proved to me again, 

that canvassing works!   
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3D. The Views of Others: 
Later, I read a book written by “Pulitzer Prize” winning 

author T. Harry Williams, an autobiography of Huey 

Long, former Governor of Louisiana (1928-1932) and a 

former United States Senator.  Not only was Huey Long 

an innovator and brilliant tactician, I noted that Huey 

Long adhered to the principle that (paraphrase) he 

couldn’t lose an election where he had two precinct 
workers in each precinct.  Through his network of 

precinct workers, he was able to distribute literature to 

every voter within a few hours and offset opposition 

campaign measures.  Many believe Huey Long was 

assassinated because of his threat to win national office.  

He was feared by FDR, “who called him the most 

dangerous man in America” (Rachel Thompson, PBS.org, 

WETA article).   

 

I had an opportunity to meet Milton Stire (now 

deceased), one of the longest serving elected officials in 

Louisiana history.  Milton Stire had been a lieutenant in 

the Long political machine.  He had operated a sound 
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truck (a campaign innovation of Huey Long) during 

several campaigns and “stumped” throughout the state.   

 

One event described by Milton Stire 
involved him and fellow worker, Wade 
Martin (who later won several terms as 
Secretary of State for Louisiana), who 
were dispatched to work an area of 
North Louisiana for Huey.   
     They were told simply to drive until 
they saw a crowd.  Then, they were to 
set up a crate to stand on and, using 
the sound system, sing the praises of 
Huey Long to the gathering.  They were 
to ask for support, pass out some 
literature and then pack up and move 
on.    
     The team began to carry out the 
instructions and came upon a crowd of 
people playing a softball game at an 

outdoor picnic.  Families were seated 
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on blankets around the field and 
enjoying the day.   
     Mr. Stire jumped out of the truck, 

threw down a crate, and began to give 
his best speech ever for Huey Long.  
He spoke for well over thirty minutes 
asking for support and even volunteers 
among the families.  Wade Martin 
handed out literature. He noted 
everyone was very friendly, but less 
than enthusiastic.   
     At the end of the speech, Mr. Stire 
was disappointed.  He had received 
polite applause but didn’t seem to have 
generated any real enthusiasm for all 
his great eloquence.  Finally, someone 
came to him from the crowd and said it 
was, by far, the best political speech he 
had ever heard.   
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Milton was pleased until the man told 
him they couldn’t vote for Huey Long 
since they all lived in Arkansas.  

Apparently, the Long team had 
mistakenly driven across the state line 
into Arkansas. 

 

The Republican National Committee used to teach, and 

may still teach precinct politics through schools which 

show the advantages of canvassing. (Campaign Victory 

School, GOP.org – Political Education)  In 1974, Louisiana 

elected its first Republican Governor since 

Reconstruction.  The precinct workers who went door-to-

door became known as the “little ladies in their tennis 

shoes” (coining a Ronald Reagan adage – Wm Safire, “Safire’s 

Political Dictionary” - 1983) and were celebrated as the 

difference in the election.   
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3E. Increased Sophistication: 
It was announced as a news story that a mayoral 

candidate in New Orleans just, in August of 2009, 

purchased $100,000 of 2 minute ads on local TV.  Why 

candidates abandon precinct work in favor of multi-media 

campaigns that cost tens of thousands of dollars a week 

is beyond me.  Direct mail has soared in price while radio 

and TV require enormous sums to compete.  I don’t 

advocate ignoring those concepts.  I just don’t 

understand why candidates don’t use media to 

supplement the ground work.  My own experience 

showed me the value of precinct workers.  Historically, 

the precinct worker has never been truly defeated.  Huey 

Long was right in that it takes two per precinct to control 

the outcome, and with two, you can overcome any media 

campaign or newspaper endorsement – as long as you 

just compete in those other areas.   

 

Can you name one campaign in which any media 

network elected a candidate?  I am not personally aware 

of any.  Even the recent victory by President Obama was 
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determined by better organization – resulting in victories 

in states Ms. Clinton didn’t even compete – and is the 

only reason he defeated her for the Democrat 

nomination.  George W. Bush (43) and Ronald Reagan 

were deemed “stupid” by the media.  They are trying to 

sell the “stupid” label with Former Governor Sarah Palin, 

as well.  They called George H.W. Bush (41) a “wimp”.  

Now they’re trying to tell us that President Obama is 

“smart” and “eloquent”.  Have you ever heard him without 

a teleprompter?  He stumbles over basic concepts and 

can’t deliver a coherent message. 

 

The top three conservative radio talk show hosts, Rush 

Limbaugh, Sean Hannity and Mark Levin pulled out all 

stops to elect a conservative.  Hannity announced daily 

the “Stop Obama Express.”  Yet, he couldn’t defeat 

Obama with 3 hours of constant daily negativity.   

 

I once worked with a Councilman who followed the rule: 

“His friends couldn’t elect him and his enemies couldn’t 

defeat him.  All the people who heard his name in the 
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media would make the decision.”  He was wrong.  If his 

friends had worked the precincts in his district and 

secured commitments before Election Day, he would 

have won every election.     

 

The Senate President in Louisiana was 
running in a rambling district which 
crossed three parishes (counties) and 
included all or part of 5 cities, New 
Orleans, Mandeville, Madisonville, 
Hammond and Ponchatoula.  He was 
concerned because of a well-financed 
trial lawyer who qualified to run against 
him.  I was hired with a month to go.   
      At a meeting with his campaign 
team, it was outlined that a series of 
issue-based mailings had been sent by 
the opponent which could generate 
support for the opponent, and that a 
response would take a while to 

produce.  In fact, our opponent sent six 
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mailings within a two week period and 
television attacks began during the 
same period.  Any incumbent, who has 

voted on hundreds, or even thousands 
of measures as my candidate had, has 
something that a smart consultant can 
exploit. 
     We assembled volunteers to begin 
blitzing in each community and 
enlisted precinct captains from among 
the volunteers.  We mailed our 
response to the issues defined by our 
opponent and included a few of our 
own.   
     We met after the mailing had been 
delivered to the post office (but not yet 
received by the voters) and heard from 
the pollster about his latest findings.  
Our candidate was in the lead by only a 
small percentage.  Our candidate’s 

support had been falling under the 
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barrage. This was after six mailings 
and over a hundred thousand dollars of 
TV attack ads offered by the opponent.  

The meeting was shaping up to be 
grim! 
     I was elated!  “We won”, I told them.  
As everyone looked at me, I told them 
our mailing had not yet been received 
by the voters and that our precinct 
captains were just getting warmed up.    
If the opponent hadn’t already jumped 
ahead with that barrage, we would 
trounce him and maybe win most 
precincts in the district.  (You see, one 
of my goals in every election is to win 
the opponent’s home precinct.  If you 
can beat him where he lives, you can 
usually beat him anywhere.)  Winning 
elections is just a process of winning 
the many precincts in the district. 
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     It was better than even my own 
suspicions.  We won all but one 
precinct.  The only precinct we didn’t 

win was a precinct of 66 votes and we 
had gotten 32 – losing by only two 
votes. 

 

Earlier in that same election cycle, I was asked to help 

another State Senator who had drawn opposition from a 

former school board member.  Since the districts 

overlapped, each candidate had been supported by 

many of the same voters.  A school board member has 

special opportunities to affect teachers’ income and 

parents’ affections by responding to problems efficiently.  

Education is a major issue to voters, and this opponent 

tried to seize the issue upon qualification.   

 

Our plan began with a direct mail piece in “newsletter” 

format.  That action was followed-up by a tele-campaign 

firm identifying favorable voters by calling each 

household, reminding them of the newsletter and asking 
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if our candidate could count on their support.  Those who 

said “yes” were asked to commit to placing a yard sign in 

front of their home to show their support.  We had placed 

over 1,000 yard signs at homes throughout the district 

before the opponent withdrew (for health reasons).  My 

candidate was re-elected without opposition.   



 
 
 

After The TEA Party 
 

 54 

3F. Ignoring Groundwork: 

I have been involved in only two campaigns where 

precinct work was ignored.  Both candidates were 

defeated - asking for advice and then ignoring it.  People 

believe political science is inexact and subject to all sorts 

of whimsical variations.  The basics in any process don’t 

change.  The only way a media-only campaign can win is 

if both candidates choose to fight in the media, foregoing 

the ground work altogether.     

 

I am not a community organizer.  I am a solicitor of 

volunteers.  I like people with passion who rally support 

because they are enthusiastic about a candidate or 

issue.  I like people who are committed to family and 

community who believe they are contributing their time 

and effort because something important is at stake.  

They cut their grass and then arrive at headquarters to 

pick up signs and literature to hand out.  They use lists to 

mark favorable voters so on election-day the campaign 

can follow through (with door hangers, and telephone 

calls) to turn out the supportive voters.   
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     I can still remember knocking doors 
of residents and seeing a team of 

government employees working for the 
incumbent.  They had been following 
the endorsement of their political party 
or department head (before this 
practice was made illegal in Louisiana) 
by distributing literature in my 
neighborhood.   
      After running into me, they decided 
to move to another block.  When I 
again encountered them, they gave up 
and went home.  My assumption was 
they weren’t really enthusiastic and 
were willing to work as long as they 
had a clear field.  Opposition drove 
them away because they lacked the 
passion volunteers and neighbors 
bring to the effort.  What’s more 

important, the voters I met were 
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warmer to a neighbor who was 
volunteering.   

 

Effective ground work wins elections because personal 

invitations are what people welcome.   

 

A new candidate expected to be 
triumphant because he knew a lot of 
people.  After he was “drubbed” in the 
election, he asked a friend who had 
supported his opponent why he hadn’t 
supported his own candidacy.  The 
response was, “the other guy asked 
me, you didn’t.” 

 

Meeting your neighbor is not enough.  You must ask for 

a commitment.  It is essential that you ask for a vote, a 

yard sign, volunteer work, letter writing or telephone 

calling.  The commitment made by that voter solidifies 

his/her position and will keep him engaged.   
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3G. Are You Mad Yet? 
People vote, work, and get involved because they favor 

something or because they oppose something.  Usually, 

the most fervent and passionate volunteer is one working 

out of fear, anger or frustration.  President (Lame 

Duck) Obama triumphantly took the oath of office and 

began to carry out the mandate he perceived 

(incorrectly) he had earned.  With a similarly-minded 

Congress, how could he not get his policies adopted?  

Throughout the campaign, he outlined his radical 

agenda.   

 He told us he would tax (the rich) and spend to 

redistribute the wealth, but we didn’t think he 

would.  (ABC News, Jake Tapper, Political Punch, 

10/14/08) 

 He also said he wouldn’t allow earmarks to be 

adopted.  Then, he did, signing into law the 

biggest pack of earmarks (8,000) ever seen. He 

lied.  (Boston Globe staff and AP, 3/12/09) 

 He said no one who earned less than $250,000 

would see their taxes raised by a “dime”.  Then 
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he signed a tobacco tax (Public Law 111–3) which, 

disproportionately affects the poor (Gallop Health 

Well-Being Index Survey - 2008).  He lied.  In fact 88% 

of smokers earn less than $90,000 a year, 

according to Gallop. 

 He seized GM and Chrysler.  How?  By what 

authority does the federal government seize a 

public corporation?  He fired the Chairman of GM.  

How?  By what authority?  Suppose GM had said 

“no”.  He picked the successor Chairman.  How?  

By what authority? (This action is not in the 

powers of the federal government and is 

specifically prohibited as state powers in Article 

III-10.) 

 He allowed a co-founder of the Weather 

Underground, Jeff Jones (the other co-founder 

was Bill Ayres) to write the stimulus bill.  Imagine, 

a man who “bombed” the Pentagon is now writing 

federal legislation to spend your money! (FOX 

News - 8/25/09 – “Meet Jeff Jones”) 
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 He has deliberately quelled any attempt for 

energy independence opting instead to loan $2 

billion of our (borrowed) money to a Brazilian oil 

company owned, in part, by George Soros 

(August 18, 2009 by Ed Morrissey – Hotair.com). 

  He went on an international “Apology Tour” (A-la 

Jane Fonda in North Viet Nam) to ravage the 

good qualities of America (which, I guess, is 

supposed to garner appreciation from dictators 

and terrorists) insisting America is not a Christian 

nation.  (WSJ - 4/23/09 – Karl Rove), (www.cnn.com - 

4/6/09) 

 He proposed a takeover of the nation’s 

healthcare system which finally killed apathy 

once-and-for-all.  He runs around the country 

giving speeches about his plan for healthcare 

reform while his intentions have no basis in 
legislation.  The Congress wrote a bill which 

doesn’t even correlate to what he announced in 

his speeches.  (HB 3200) So, he isn’t lying about 

“his” plan.  It’s just that “his” plan hasn’t been 
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submitted to Congress.  And those “written” plans 

contain provisions most Americans don’t want.  In 

fact, I can’t imagine a simpler way to rile the 

“swing” groups in this country against an 

administration. 

 He appointed an AFL/CIO Union Boss to the New 

York Federal Reserve Board and meets regularly 

with SIEU (Service International Employees’ 

Union) bosses at the White house. (08/25/2009  — 

Will Collins – nrtw.org) 

 He started appointing Czars – which he 

discovered was a bad word in focus groups – and 

changed the titles to “special assistant”.   

1. He now has a “special assistant” for 

Compensation, Kenneth Feinberg.  By what 

authority does any government appointee – a 

bureaucrat – decide on private, or even 

public, corporate compensation?  Is there 

something in the Constitution of the United 

States that allows this?  Remember when Bill 

Clinton got legislation to heavily tax, thereby 
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restricting, salaries of CEOs?  Corporations 

changed to a smaller salary and a large 

bonus structure, which Obama demonizes.  

But, even Bill Clinton had to get legislation 

passed.  How does President Obama do 

these things without Congressional action?  

Because we let him? (Business Week 2/7/09) 

2. He appointed a “Diversity Manager” at the 

FCC.  This man celebrates the take-over of 

the media by Hugo Chavez in Venezuela 

while proposing a 100% tax on private radio 

stations in this country.  His goal is to create 

diversity by eliminating private radio.  This has 

no possibility of creating diversity – it will 

eliminate private radio stations in favor of 

NPR (National Public Radio).  And, who could 

imagine a 100% tax on revenues in any 

industry?  Will this require a Congressional 

vote or just an Executive Order? Or a rules 

change by FCC? (Glenn Beck, FNC,  8/26/09) 
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3. He hired an admitted communist, radical, and 

revolutionary, Van Jones, as a “Special 

Assistant” for “green jobs”, who said his job is 

to be a “community organizer” within the 

federal government.  Once Glen Beck shined 

the “spotlight” on Jones’ positions and 

comments, he was forced to resign.  He has 

been replaced by a union attorney, who, I am 

told, continues to maintain his position with 

the union while working for the White House.  

(Washington Post By Scott Wilson and Garance 

Franke-Ruta -  9/6/09) 

4. He announced a decision to appoint someone 

as “special assistant for cyber security” who 

will have the authority to remove you from the 

internet.  I am concerned that President 

Obama has an irrational Nixon-Like fear of 

media opposition and is attempting to 

consolidate his own control over media (GE 

received funds from FDIC which owns NBC 

on TV; eliminate private radio ownership; 
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take-over the internet by stifling blogs and 

websites; give stimulus payments to 

newspapers to exact favorable editorials).  In 

China, a riot broke out in the Western 

Provinces in summer of 2009, and the 

communist government shut down cell 

phones and the internet to control information 

and news.  Is that the function of the “cyber 

czar”? (Guardian.Co.UK – 7/6/09) 

5. His regulatory Czar, Cass Sunstein, proposes 

that lawyers should be able to sue farmers to 

protect animal rights!  What will happen to the 

food supply if farmers have to protect 

themselves from liability lawsuits from 

animals?  (The Hill - By Alexander Bolton - 06/28/09) 

6. An international climate Czar, Todd Stern, will 

propose taxes and regulations to control the 

climate.  He will explain his good intentions as 

we overlook his failures.  Meanwhile, America 

will become less competitive with industry 

from other countries.  More jobs lost! 
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(Washington Post – 1/26/09 - By Garance Franke-

Ruta)  

7. California Water Czar, David Hayes, hadn’t 

gotten his “feet wet” (forgive the pun) when 

hundreds of farmers were put out of business.  

Trees and crops withered in the field because 

the farmers were denied water by an 

environmentally-driven system of rules to 

protect a minnow.  Can’t Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger declare an emergency and 

assert his 10th Amendment rights to protect 

the farmer over the fish? (Gather.com 9/17/09 - 

by Stan McKie) 

8. The guy who hasn’t managed so much as a 

Dairy Queen®, President Obama, has 

appointed Car Czar Steve Rattner, who has 

since resigned, (another unqualified 

appointee with a well-connected Democrat 

wife) to manage the auto industry and the 

conglomerate that once was GM®.  They 

provided bailout money so GM® wouldn’t go 
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bankrupt.  And, GM® promptly went bankrupt.  

Under the plan allowed by the court, the 

assets securing bondholders’ investment 

were stolen and given to the Union and the 

Federal Government.  The bondholders, 

some of whom were pension funds, were 

given only 10% of the new company GM® 

(Government Motors?).  (WSJ on line – 1/27/09 - 
By Peter Lattman and Neal E. Boudette) 
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3H. Being Mad Isn’t Enough 
If you beat the health care proposal, are you ready to 

continue to fight on other issues such as “cap and tax”?  

You will have to keep up the effort or while savoring one 

victory you’ll be getting slapped by another loss of 

freedom.  Will you play by the rules while this 

Administration does not?  Are you willing to become a 

community organizer on your own to thwart this power 

grab?  Are you willing to make America the priority in 

your life?  It will take work to beat this President who 

holds the purse strings and the Congress.  While all 

America was focused on his big health care speech 

before Congress, the Senate confirmed his Regulatory 

Czar, Cass Sunstein – another clandestine action by this 

“most transparent” administration.   

 

When our founding fathers signed the Declaration of 

Independence, they fully realized they were taking on the 

biggest, most militarily-capable empire on the planet, 

Great Brittan.  They knew they may lose everything – 

and most did.  They followed God and the concept of 
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liberty to guide their consciences.  They pledged fortune, 

honor, and life to America. (Abraham Clark – would not 

compromise even when his sons had been arrested.) 

 

There are many who fear a takeover of our government 

is in the works.  The “special assistants” (Czars) are 

being put into place to exercise authority under a 

revolutionary take-over.  The civilian force promised by 

President Obama just got a boost with a $5 billion dollar 

appropriation to AmeriCorps.  (Arkansas GOP Wing - 3/31/09 – 

Isaac McMillen) What are they to do?  “Are they going to 

use that money to buy paint brushes”, as one TV 

commentator asked?  Will they get help from the SEIU 

and ACORN, President Obama’s answer to local citizen 

opposition? 
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If your federal government controlled 
the items illustrated above, would you 
become a government worker, turning 
over your earnings to be given food, 
shelter, security, health care, and 

Security 
Civilian Military 

Force 
“AmeriCorps” 

 
Health Care 
“HB 3200” 

Cut Medicare 
Forced Purch. 

Communications 
Radio, TV 

(NBC), 
Internet (Cyber 

Czar), 
Newspapers 

Finance 
“TARP” 

“Stimulus” 
Home 

Mortgage 
Wall Street 

Commodities 
Food 

Water rights 
Animal rights 

Energy  
“Cap and Tax” 
restrictions on 
coal & drilling 

2nd 
Amendment 

Registration of 
Guns & 
Owners 

tax ammunition 

Education 
Text Books 

Remove 
Parental  
Authority 

Student Loans 

Transportation 
Amtrak 

Airports & 
Airlines 

Fuel 
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communications?  Would you let them 
educate your children (mmm-mmm-
mmm) for an existence under a 

benevolent dictator?  Or would you 
become a revolutionary – opposing 
your government at risk of life and 
property.  Would you place your 
spouse and children at risk, as well?   

 

People who contemplate these outrageous theories are 

looking at efforts being made to circumvent the 

legislative process to seize control over these segments 

of society.  They fear our vigilance is insufficient if we fail 

to recognize the revolutionary writings and teachings of 

the people in the White House advising the President.  

The items which violate the Constitution don’t get 

challenged, reported, or even questioned. 

 

I am not prepared to call conspiracy theorists “nuts”.  The 

media dismisses legitimate questions as politics and 

racism.  They won’t ask serious questions of the 
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Administration.  When we can’t get answers to our 

questions, frustration grows, fear develops, and 

assembly with other like-minded folks is our only 

legitimate outlet.   

 

As your frustration grows, do you feel less in control and 

keep asking “What can I do?”   

 

     I recently posted a comment for 
discussion on “Linked-In”, a social 
networking group.  One of the groups I 
joined was entitled “HARO” (Help A 
Reporter Out).  News opportunities can 
be shared for discussion, and reporters 
can get ideas to pursue.  I posed the 
following for discussion, “What 
Happened to Intellectual Curiosity?”  I 
went on to ask about the Czars 
appointed and what their actual 
function might be.  I thought reporters 

might have some curiosity and begin a 
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series of articles enlightening America 
to the names, backgrounds, and 
functions of these “hidden” 

bureaucrats.  The only response I 
received came from a sometime 
contributor  to “Vogue” who dismissed 
my question as being “political”.  Duh?  
What do reporters write about?  Don’t 
they consider themselves watchdogs?  
Don’t they even occasionally write 
about political issues? (The Group, 
HARO, no longer exists) 
     I also posed a question to the 
Federal Information Center asking 
them to furnish the names, titles, and 
departments of each of the Czars.  
They issued an auto-responder 
assuring me that my answer would 
come within 48 hours.  I never received 
an answer.  That auto-responder 

message is copied here: 
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Sent: Tuesday, August 04, 2009 12:57 
PM 

Subject: Auto-Acknowledgement from 
USA.gov [T20090804006K] 
 
Dear USA.gov Visitor, 
 
Thank you for contacting USA.gov. Our 
goal is to make it easy for you to 

communicate with the government. 
 
A member of our Citizen Response 
Team will respond to you within two 
business days. We appreciate your 
patience.  For future reference, your 
message ID number is T20090804006K. 
 
We regret that we are unable to accept 
replies sent to our mailbox. If you 
would prefer to contact us by 
telephone, we encourage you to call 
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our National Contact Center at 
1.800.FED.INFO (1.800.333.4636), 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 

p.m. eastern time. 
 
Regards, 
USA.gov Citizen Response Team 

 
Since then, Glenn Beck ran (at least) 
five shows exposing the Czars.  The 
GOP has a book they are hawking 
containing stories about the Czars 
exclusively.  Why was my discussion 

not met with the same curiosity these 
conservative groups had?  The reason, 
I think, is reporters have become a 
pawn of the Obama Administration.  
They are so invested in his success 
that flaws in the management of a 
government headed by President 
Obama are overlooked.   
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Are we so dedicated to Obama that 
questioning Obama is dismissed 

because of his stature?  Each time I 
confront this manner of thinking I 
reverse the players and ask if curiosity 
would produce stories if George Bush 
would have done the same things.  But 
why won’t our own taxpayer funded 
information center provide honest 
answers to honest questions? 

 

I have since received the following list of Czars from the 

Heritage Foundation, as they offered in the “Morning 

Report” on September 9, 2009:   

 

1. “Afghanistan Czar Richard Holbrooke, 
2. AIDS Czar Jeffrey Crowley, 
3. Auto recovery Czar Ed Montgomery, 
4. Border Czar Alan Bersin, 

5. California Water Czar David Hayes, 
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6. Central Region Czar Dennis Ross, 
7. Domestic Violence Czar Lynn 

Rosenthal, 

8. Drug Czar Gil Kerlikowske, 
9. Economic Czar Paul Volcker, 
10. Energy and Environment Czar Carol 

Brower, 
11. Faith-Based Czar Joshua DuBois, 
12. Great Lakes Czar Cameron Davis, 
13. Guantanamo Closure Czar Daniel Fried, 
14. Health Czar Nancy-Ann DeParle, 
15. Information Czar Vivek Kundra, 
16. International Climate Czar Todd Stern, 
17. Intelligence Czar Dennis Blair, 
18. Mideast Peace Czar George Mitchell, 
19. Pay Czar Kenneth Feinberg, 
20. Regulatory Czar Cass Sunstein, 
21. Science Czar John Holdren, 
22. Stimulus Accountability Czar Earl 

Devaney, 

23. Sudan Czar J. Scott Gration, 
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24. TARP Czar Herb Allison, 
25. Terrorism Czar John Brennan, 
26. Technology Czar Aneesh Chopra, 

27. Urban Affairs Czar Adolfo Carrion Jr., 
28. Weapons Czar Ashton Carter, and 
29. WMD Policy Czar Gary Samore.” 

Van Jones had been replaced by Ron Bloom to make 

#30.  But, there may be others 

 

Fortunately, we have a mechanism to defeat many 

drastic proposals.  But if health care passes Congress 

with “single payer”, and “Cap and Tax” passes Congress, 

energy and health care would be controlled by a “statist” 

administration.  Tremendous, personal decisions would 

have to be made.  Will you challenge Congressional 

actions in court?  Will you challenge the actions in some 

form of civil disobedience? 
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3I. What Can I Do?   

You can get involved, now, before frustration becomes 

desperation.  Stop the erosion of freedom.  Restore our 

representative republic.  Demand answers to the 

questions we pose.  Beat (at the polls) those 

Congressional representatives who would vote to 

concentrate power in Washington DC.  Insist your 

Attorney General challenge the 10th Amendment 

intrusion by the federal government.  Become a pen pal 

of your representatives – even if they disagree with you.  

Join a crowd at a tea party, town hall meeting, or rally.  

Become a force in your own precinct - by canvassing - to 

promote a cohesive response to uncaring elected 

officials.   

 

My own State Representative voted, 
during the introduction of bills at the 
2009 legislative session, to “commend 
Planned Parenthood for their many 
contributions to reproductive health.”  
The resolution died in a Senate 
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Committee. (HCR 66, 2009 Legislative 
Session) If the voters of my district 
knew this had happened, he would 

have a hard time being reelected.  He 
represents an area known as the “Bible 
Belt” in Louisiana which has strong 
convictions against abortion.  But no 
one knew.  

 

Is there an issue which galls you?  Is there an issue 

which drives the passion inside of you to ask, “What can 

I do?”   

 

When I was in the Marine Corps, I was 
introduced to some teaching 
techniques which were effective, but 
totally comical.  In one unit, we had a 
large rock with an inscription on it 
which stated simply “Word.”  When our 
Troop Leaders wanted to emphasize 

the importance of everyone getting 
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some information, they would have us 
carry that rock to each other.  It was 
effective and simple.  It demonstrated 

passing the “Word” to each other was 
an important part of our job as 
Marines! 

 

If an issue is important to you, “pass the word.”  As an 

American, we have a responsibility to preserve freedom.  

Our method is to support or defeat issues contemplated 

by The President, Congress and our State Legislators.  

Tell everyone in your neighborhood and ask them to 

follow the steps outlined in the next section of this book.  

Win the confidence of your friends and neighbors by 

shining a light on the issues which need to be supported 

or defeated.  Take responsibility for your nation – one 

neighborhood at a time.  Use all the tools available to 

you to alert Congress, State Representatives, the media, 

friends and family to the issues and concerns you have.       
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There was that Texas Ranger, 
McDonald, who said, “There’s no 
stopping a man who knows he’s right 

and keeps a-coming.”  (Flagan Sackett 
quote from Galloway, Louis L’Amore 
Collection, Random House) 

 

Be the person who is “right and keeps a-coming”.  Sean 

Hannity kept harping on the associations of Rev. Wright 

and William Ayres.  Now, others have picked up the 

associations of numerous Czars, special assistants, 

appointees and cohorts and wished they would have 

listened to Hannity.  It’s not too late to get involved.  But 

it is time for action!  “If you think one person can’t make a 

difference, try going to sleep with a mosquito in the 

room.” (author unknown) 

 

Recently, two brave journalists saved the American 

Taxpayers over $8.5 billion. (BigGovernment.com 9/14/09)  

They went undercover to discover the level of corruption 

at ACORN.  Their actions have resulted in: 
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 ACORN being discharged from US Census work,  

 an investigation begun by Congress, and  

 removal of federal housing funds.   

Just two brave citizens were able to remove funding for 

President Obama’s favorite community organization 

because they exposed corruption and immorality.  They 

were two who knew they were right and kept “a-coming.” 

 

Another truth champion, Bob Enyart, a Colorado Pastor, 

coined a phrase, “Do Right and Risk the Consequences.”  

Do you have the guts to do right and risk the 

consequences? 

 

 

'No arsenal, or no weapon in the arsenals of the world, 

is as formidable as the will and moral courage of free 

men and women.' 

Ronald Reagan  
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4. After the TEA Party 
4A. Take the First Step 
The first step to be taken after the TEA Party is to Pray!  
Prayer solicits the help of God to guide and assist you in 

the decisions you make, the communications you 

produce, and the reception you get.  Pray that the 

opposing forces you encounter will be conquered or 

overcome.  Pray that our nation will survive this effort to 

disassemble our founding principles. Pray that the 

blessings that we’ve enjoyed as a nation will not be 

withdrawn.  Thank Almighty God for hearing your prayers 

and repent, turn away from, pride and apathy. 

 

“If my people which are called by my 
name, will humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.”  

2 Chr. 7:14 
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I’ve been told there are no atheists in a “fox hole” in 

combat, or in a classroom during a complicated test.  We 

often see the liberal “scoffer” crying to God when in a 

dilemma.  Every Hollywood actor uses the name of God 

in scripts to broadcast astonishment, joy, or pain.  

Congressional Representatives, who support 

sacrilegious NEA exhibits funded with federal dollars, 

stood in fervent prayer when they were confronted with 

genuine – as opposed to a contrived - national crisis 

following 911.   Why?  Because the individuals realize 

they are in a situation beyond their own control.  When 

we witness a national crisis, such as federal seizure of 

private businesses, we realize our own inability to matter 

in national decisions.   We seek the help of leaders.  God 

tells us that He installs rulers and heads of state.  He 

admonishes us to render our tribute to those leaders as 

they have been installed by God.  (Romans 13: 1-7) 

 

So, pray for our elected leaders, too.  And, pray that God 

will remove those leaders who fail to subject themselves 

to His will.   
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All the Scholars are required to live a religious 

and blameless life according to the rules of 

God’s Word, diligently reading the Holy 
Scriptures, that fountain of Divine Right and 

truth, and constantly attending all the duties of 

religion. 

                  (Yale, 1787 Student Guidelines) 
 

We are a Christian people…not because the law 

demands it, not to gain or to avoid legal 

disabilities, but from choice and education; and 
in a land thus universally Christian, what is to be 
expected, what desired, but that we shall pay 

due regard to Christianity?   

        (Senate Judiciary Committee Report, January 19, 1853) 
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4B. Which Path to take? 
Between now and the spring of 2010, emphasis will (or 

should) be on issues and building your local influence.  

After candidates become identified, your emphasis 

should be to determine which candidate you will support 

and how to assist in the campaign.   

 

Establishing your own precinct influence requires that 

you establish a network of people who will assist you in 

writing to media, elected officials, and friends to support 

or object to legislation and regulations being proposed.  

It’s a time of gathering to organize, share research and 

build a team of “action” focused members.   The Obama 

Administration will keep you busy as they maneuver 

Congress to address immigration, education, 

transportation, finance, and more.   

 

In the Marine Corps we had another 
sign, this one at the “confidence 
course” (obstacle course) which read, 
“The more you sweat in peace, the less 
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you bleed in war.”  It meant that you 
had to work and train for the combat 
you face.   

Armed with the knowledge that there are others out there 

who are frustrated about the same issues as you, and 

who are praying for God’s own assistance, it’s time to 

take action.  “God provides food for birds but he doesn’t 

put the worms down their throats,” offers Pastor John 

Hagee.  You must choose a path.  Do you want to seek 

office yourself, or help another who will seek to represent 

you?  It’s an important choice.   

 
Fortunately, there’s plenty to do without having to make 

that decision, yet.  And, it may be useful to understand 

these concepts if, indeed, you plan to become a 

candidate.     

 

This book is not dedicated to providing the blueprint for 

“candidates”.  This book is focused on providing a path 

for ordinary people to follow who wish to do something 

today – now!   
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4C. Become a Candidate 
Becoming a candidate requires a lot of thought and 

consideration.  My own former employer reacted 

because of a sense of indignation, but nearly lost in his 

attempt because he ran against an entrenched 

incumbent.  Thank goodness he was able to get some 

help to work key precincts and to “eek out” a “landslide” 

(119 votes).    

 

In football, there are hundreds of thousands of children 

who participate in playground football.  Of these, only a 

few are able to become a high-school football player.  Of 

those who compete at the high-school level, only a few 

secure a college scholarship for football.  Finally, just a 

comparative few of these are chosen each year to play 

professional football.  Yet most professional football 

players started at one of the other levels.  Candidates, 

too, may need to learn basics at a lesser level.   

 

A representative democracy provides for only a few to be 

selected to represent a district of many thousands.  So, 
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are you passionate enough to expect that you can 

communicate your interests to enough voters to 

persuade them to elect you?  Can you represent all the 

residents of your district on all the issues you will 

encounter?  Do you possess a set of principles to guide 

you when issues are offered?  Can you solicit financial 

support to get your message to voters?    

 

There are numerous “litmus” test issues voters have 

chosen.  You must be realistic.  If you support 

euthanasia and abortion, will your constituency accept 

those positions and elect you?  If not, don’t run!  Do you 

believe in the definition of marriage as between a man 

and a woman only?  Don’t qualify as a candidate in San 

Francisco!  Do you believe in open borders, and amnesty 

for illegal aliens?  Do you believe any war is to be 

avoided, regardless of circumstances?  Do you believe in 

a border fence, and strong anti-terrorism efforts and 

strong military defense?  Can you realistically win with 

your views?  If not, don’t run! 
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4D. The Other Path 
The other path is to work your local precinct.  There is a 

truism among legislators which states, “All politics is 
local!”  Become what Huey Long described as one of the 

two precinct workers who can assure an election 

victory.   The TEA Parties showed there are numerous 

people in your own community who share the positions 

you support.  Most came together because of reckless 

federal spending which can only be supported through 

heavy tax increases.  You brought the message that you 

are “Taxed Enough Already”.   

 

The effort expanded to become an even broader 

message of protecting freedom from isolated, elite, 

congressional representatives who don’t listen to 

“common” opposition.  They seem to value lobbyist favor 

above the favor of their employer – you, and seek to 

diminish your value even when assembled in mass.  

These representatives have enjoyed a free-ride of voter 

apathy until the “change” legislation presented by the 

Obama Administration.  Now, the silent majority has 
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awakened, apathy is dead, and they ignore you at their 

political peril. 

 

You can’t, individually, change a nation.  But you can 
change a precinct.  If enough people are working 

enough precincts, a Congressional election can be 

changed.  An incumbent can be defeated.  The next 

chapters will show you how you can take an important 

issue and turn a precinct into your own force for change.   

 

Watching nature, we know that an individual 
predator cannot kill larger, stronger animals 
for food.  Yet, with teamwork, a group of 
smaller predators can catch and kill a large 
animal.  In business, every large project is just 
a series of small steps to achieve the larger 
goal.  Political warfare is similar to both 
nature and business.  The prey is larger than 
any one of us, and many small steps are 
necessary to topple an entrenched incumbent.   

Many precincts make up a district.   
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4E. Neighborhood TEA Parties 
 In developing an effective precinct network, one way to 

begin is by contacting several neighbors and inviting 

them to your home for an intimate TEA party.  Explain 

that your goal is to organize a group of informed workers 

who can effect elections. Since elected representatives 

don’t seem to take an individual seriously, you want to 

organize a group to offer more weight to your positions.  

You will be surprised how many will be excited about 

coming to discuss their own frustrations and issues 

driving their own passions.   

 

Before the meeting, you should establish no more than 

five statements or principles that will guide the group.  

You want no more than five since it is too cumbersome 

to explain more issues to residents at a single 

canvassing stop.  The five may be among these: 

1. No new taxes – any tax legislation is to be 

opposed as soon as it is offered.  Cut government 

instead.  When was an office or program 

eliminated in your state or local government?  
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2. No new Government departments or 

bureaucracies – any new departments of 

government have to be funded (and none are 

ever eliminated).  Nationally, we have more 

intervention than ever contemplated under the 

Constitution.  Most power was supposed to 

remain with States.  But by apathy and 

complacency, States have abdicated that 

responsibility to the Federal Government. 

3. America First – any measure to give power to an 

individual over the people is to be defeated.  No 

special groups or special interests.  America was 

built on opportunity for all - not on outcome-

based equality.  This would include items such as 

civil rights for gays (a behavior), hate crime 

legislation, amnesty, and affirmative action.  The 

United Nations does not have a say in how we 

govern or interpret our Constitution. 

4. No new regulations – we have enough 

regulations on business and individuals to choke 

any productivity.  No new restrictions on land, 
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moveable property, or personal freedom.  Stop 

zoning land and replace zoning laws with title 

restrictions provided by subdivision developers.   

Changes to title restrictions would have to be 

made through collective agreements with property 

owners rather than city or county government.  

No seat belt laws; fast food or dietary restrictions; 

or restrictions on prayer or worship.  Support the 

elimination of any of these restrictions. 

5. Constitutional protection – If it is not 

constitutional, oppose it.  It may be the “no child 

left behind act” which has no basis in the 

constitution.  You may support the concept, but 

the constitution prohibits federal intrusion. That 

goes for US, State and Local.  We are a nation of 

laws.  If we don’t follow the Constitution and laws 

of our entity, anarchy will follow.   

6. Parental rights come first.  In any new legislation 

which would be proposed, examine them to 

determine if parental rights are being reduced in 
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education, health care, or supervision of children.  

Oppose any erosion of parental rights. 

7. Protect our borders.  This is a primary 

responsibility of the United States Government, 

yet, our leaders feel somehow it is a civil rights 

issue.  If there is no enforcement of national 

sovereignty, how can we continue to exist as a 

nation? 

8. Term Limits – Congress would have to amend the 

Constitution to enforce term limits on members.  It 

is a huge task but may be a principle to rally 

cohesion - especially among a group with multiple 

party affiliations. 

 

These are just suggestions of broad principles which 

could be used to guide the overall direction of efforts.  

You may wish to adopt the Principles and Values offered 

by Glenn Beck in establishing his 9-12 Project.  
Freedom is too large a topic and encompasses too many 

issues.  A person may not like the provisions of the 

second amendment, but it was placed there to protect us 
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from an aggressive federal government.  It’s there to 

assure we have the means to preserve freedom if 

government tries to remove it.  Don’t let anyone remove 

this right, or any of the other constitutionally protected 

rights.   Certainly don’t allow them to remove our rights 

by some other parliamentary concept.  You can’t change 

the Constitution by legislation or Executive Order.  You 

can only change the Constitution by the method 

prescribed in the Constitution.  Anything else is illegal. 

 

At your party, get the name, address, telephone number, 

e-mail address, and confirm voter registration, including 

precinct.  The Tea Parties attracted Republicans, 

Democrats and Independents (No Party) who shared a 

common belief in fiscal responsibility.  You may find 

those in your neighborhood group are from different 

political parties.  That’s ok if the five principles accepted 

are accepted by all.   If there are some who cannot agree 

on the basic tenets, they should consider joining another 

group.  If the principles are based upon our US 

Constitution, it shouldn’t matter which party affiliation is 
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maintained by any individual.  Base it on the principles 

you establish and like-minded folks should be attracted. 

 

During the party you want to outline several functions or 

duties of the group.  You must establish what those will 

be but generally you can pick from a host of general 

duties.  These are just suggestions.  

 Pray for our nation and its leaders 

 Conduct a voter registration drive 

 Monitor local, state, and federal legislation being 

introduced 

 Notify the precinct voters of legislation being 

considered. 

 Monitor election calendars and notify voters of 

election dates 

 Establish loud opposition to any legislation, or 

regulation which violates the principles you 

adopted. 

 Write to elected officials and editors expressing 

concern over legislation, votes, regulations, or 

conduct. 
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 Support candidates who willingly want to 

become servants of their constituents. 

 Demand service from government offices, 

refusing to tolerate inefficiency, or indifference to 

your requests. 

You also need to verify that you are not breaking any 

laws in what you undertake.  For instance, the idea of 

sending tea bags to Congress and the White House was 

a clever idea to enforce the acronym of Taxed Enough 

Already, and to draw some correlation to the uprising of 

American Colonists in Boston about a tax increase.  Yet, 

some were accused (incorrectly) of violating the law by 

sending tea bags, full of tea, through the mail.   

 

When sending anything through the mail on an issue, 

there are federal laws which have to be followed.  When 

handing out candidate support or opposition literature, 

there are disclaimer laws and finance laws to follow.   

 

You would benefit tremendously from voluntary legal 

advice but may also be able to get answers from the 
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authority in your state.  Usually, you can call the 

Secretary of State or Commissioner of Elections and ask 

them if you can mail out a letter to voters telling them 

what kind of skunk “Candidate X” is.  They will provide 

the guidelines just for the joy of telling “Candidate X” that 

the “skunk letter” is coming.   Most campaign material 

must have a disclaimer which tells who paid for the 

printing and distribution of the item.   

 

In any event, you should be the leader and should make 

it clear you are soliciting help in the form of researchers, 

block captains, information distributors (canvassing), and 

watchdog activities.   

Former President Dwight Eisenhower 
defined leadership as similar to moving 
a string.  “If you push it, it just balls up.  
If you pull it, it will follow you anywhere 
you go.”   

So, propose a task or duty to begin the actions of the 

group.  If a person agrees to be a “block captain”, set a 

date to canvass that block to begin the activity.  If 
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someone agrees to write letters, draft a letter and display 

it so that a sample is available to take immediate action.   

 

Once a commitment is obtained, you should be prepared 

to immediately implement it to start the ball rolling.   
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4F. Pen Pals 
You need to become a pen pal to your elected 
officials.  You need to tell them that you agree or 

disagree with them on issues before their legislative 

body.  You need to let them know that you take your 

responsibility as a voter and American as a privilege and 

that you are watching what they do.  It’s your 

responsibility in a free society to participate in the 

process.  Writing alerts them to the fact that you take this 

responsibility seriously.  This goes for national, state and 

local officials.  You are responsible for their actions. 

 

Not everyone who agrees with you is willing or able to 

canvass a neighborhood.  Many have physical reasons 

why they can’t walk door-to-door.  But everyone can 

participate.  They certainly can write a letter or post card.  

It’s up to you to enroll them to assist in protecting 

freedom.   

 

Dick Morris, a successful author and political consultant 

who worked in the Clinton White House said in a Fox 
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News Interview, “Hand written letters are the most 

effective way to communicate with Congress. Yes, they 

count e-mails to read the pulse on an issue, but the 

messages which are hand-written are read and have a 

greater impact – especially if there are plenty of them. “ 

 

Older neighbors my not be technological geniuses.  They 

may not even own a computer.  These people can hand-

write a letter on a given issue especially if a sample is 

provided to them.  When they receive a response, they 

will become even more enthusiastic.   

My mother wrote to the White House 
and received a response from Nancy 
Pelosi.  I have no idea why Nancy 
Pelosi, Speaker of the House, should 
be responding to letters directed to the 
White House, but my mother notified 
everyone in our family – even though 
she didn’t agree with the response.    
Letter writing is truly effective and can 
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be used on local, state, or national 
issues.   

 

I personally detest petitions.  I don’t sign them.  I don’t 

think they are respected by elected officials unless they 

are hand-delivered by someone with “access”.  Actually, I 

think a petition has the effect of a single hand-written 

letter.  With 535 Congressional egos, however, some 

may react to petitions and some may not.   

I was working for a newly-elected 
(County) Parish Councilman when a 
zoning issue was being considered.  A 
petition was being offered by a speaker 
during a public hearing when the 
speaker looked at the Councilman and 
said, “Oh, you’re Judy’s husband.  
Your wife signed our petition.”  Aside 
from the fact that his ego was badly 
damaged (having spent over $100,000 
on advertising in the recent campaign 

to be recognized only as “Judy’s 
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husband”) he was concerned that her 
signature may be construed as his wife 
telling him how to vote.  Needless to 

say, his wife never signed another 
petition during his term.   

 
Being a pen pal to the press is every bit as effective as 

writing an elected official.  Elected officials detest a 

negative letter exposing some deed or misdeed.  It’s as 

good as paid advertising and gets picked up by local 

radio talk-show hosts for rebroadcast throughout the 

district.  It has tremendous impact and can be truly a 

“nightmare” to elected officials.  Just imagine the poor 

editor who opens his mail one morning and finds ten or 

more handwritten letters in opposition to Senator “X” and 

the vote cast on a given issue.  He won’t print all of them, 

but will select several to display because it just became a 

huge news story.    

 

You can also write to radio and TV stations to express 

views they may not have considered important.  They 
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also have producers who react to well-constructed letters 

and will often dispatch a camera crew if a neighborhood 

becomes vocal.  They may even begin to seek you out 

for reaction on issues different from the one toward 

which you directed them.   

 

The first step in gaining support in your opposition and 

affecting Congressional action is to shine a light on the 

issue and expose the actions of the elected 

representative.   

 

No greater example of this exists than in the recent 

efforts of the free-lance reporters who uncovered the 

ACORN scandal.  It demonstrates how effective you can 

be just by shining a light on any given subject.  When 

Glenn Beck showed videos of Van Jones deriding 

Republicans with obscene language, and followed up 

with news that he had signed a “911 conspiracy” petition, 

Jones was forced to resign by the White House.   
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4G. Canvassing 
Canvassing is the single most effective method of 
meeting neighbors and establishing yourself as the 
person to follow on issues.  After my initial precinct 

effort, people would seek me out for leadership on 

judicial elections, bond issues, and other campaign-

related opinions.  They would ask my opinion on local 

problems and even share their own opinions with me on 

news articles.    

 

Some people feel they have to look very “cool and 

collected” when they canvass.  Yet, my experience is 

that sweat produces more results.  If people think you 

are working hard, they join in the passion.  They may 

disagree with your position, but they’ll give you a listen 

and consider that you must be truly motivated to give up 

so much to bring them your message.   

 

 Never canvass before 9:00 am or after dark.  

Never canvass on Sunday morning, since many 

people consider that a worship day.  Your issue 



 
 
 

After The TEA Party 
 

 106 

never trumps God.  If people feel you don’t 

worship or respect their worship, they will dismiss 

you. 

 Wear a name tag or campaign badge.  If people 

feel you are willing to be identified, you are less 

threatening.  Some people fear discussing issues 

with strangers so initial introductions are 

important.  We will cover handling this in the 

script section of this chapter. 

 Work in teams, if possible, one on each side of 

the street.   

 When you go to a door, ring or knock and then 

step back away from the door.  Be visible but 

non-aggressive. 

 Never go into a home for three reasons: 

1. It slows you down. 

2. Your personal safety is reduced when you 

leave the porch or stoop.    

3. You abandon your team member who is 

relying on your presence.   
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You can always make the excuse that you are trying to 

stay where your teammate can see you.  Just say, “I’d 

really like to, but I can’t.  My teammate would be 

concerned if he/she couldn’t see me.” 

 

What is canvassing?  Canvassing is the science of voter 

identification and obtaining commitment.  The first step is 

to identify favorable voters.  Next, obtain a commitment 

from those who are favorable to your position.   You must 

ask for something.   

One politician described voter 
commitment as similar to betting on a 
horse at the race track.  Even a $2 bet 
buys commitment.  Once a bet is 
placed, that becomes “your” horse, 
and you will do what you can to win 
your bet.   

 

To be effective at canvassing, you need a few items.   
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A precinct map (which you can mark after a street or 

block is worked) can be very helpful.  Your voter 

registration or party headquarters should be able to 

provide it.  If not, ask the voter registration clerk to help 

you mark a regular street map which you can enlarge on 

a copy machine.  These are sometimes the best maps, 

but you can also make your own, if you have the 

boundaries, using MapQuest © or deLorme © software.   

 

If you are rallying to support or oppose an issue, elected 

officials represent everyone – and you should consider 

enlisting every neighbor.  If you are trying to register new 

voters prior to an election, knock every door and offer a 

registration form (Copy these from one obtained from the 

voter registration office.) to anyone who answers.   

During a candidate election, you have no time to waste 

on those who aren’t registered.  Since they can’t vote, 

you must focus on those who have taken their 

responsibility seriously. 
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Getting a list of registered voters will be important.  If 

you don’t want to be affiliated with a party you should 

purchase your own list.  Your local voter registration 

office will sell a list for a few cents per name.  In a local 

precinct, this doesn’t cost much and should be 

considered.    Before marking it, you may want to make a 

copy of it, keeping one copy for a master.  Purchase a 

disk if it is available. That way, you can reproduce parts 

of it as needed.   

 

There are ways to get free lists.  If you are a member of 

a political party and ask the state party for a list, they will 

usually provide one.  Georgia, for instance, is one state 

that gives free lists to political parties to cut-down on the 

number of individual requests they have to compile.   

 

If you request a “walk” list, it should contain a listing of 

registered voters by street.  It may contain a series of 

letters on the far left including: 

For,Against,Undecided,Yardsign,Volunteer  (If it doesn’t 

have this, mark it using these letters when you canvass.); 
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then the house number; name; date voted last; voter 

frequency (this describes the number of recent elections 

the voter participated in); age; party; sex; and phone 

number.  If you are purchasing the list, ask for these 

columns to be included.   

 

A walk list contains all even house numbers together and 

all odd house numbers together for a single block.  This 

way, a walker can cover one-side and then cross the 

street and cover the other side, finishing on the original 

intersection.  If you’re working in teams, these can be 

separated to cover the block, one on each side of the 

street.   

 

Another item you should prepare would be a simple 
handout describing the issue you are concerned about.   

 The handout should include the methods of 

contacting the decision-makers on the issue.  Fax 

and E-mail addresses should be included.  If a 

Congressional issue, contact information for your 
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Congressional delegation should be clearly 

offered.   

 You should identify the Bill Number and a 

summary of your concerns.  Provide a sample 

letter with bullet points to include.   

 Finally, your own contact numbers should be 

offered.  If you are working for a campaign, the 

campaign office numbers should be included 

instead of your personal contact information.   

 

In addition to a pencil, the final item you should have is a 

prepared script which enables you to deliver a message 

that simplifies the focus of your effort.  Write the script.  
You will modify it when you begin getting input from your 

canvassing, but there are elements you should always 

mention. 

 State the name of the individual – hello, Mrs. 

Smith.  Hello, Mr. Jones.  You have the name, 

use it! 

 My name is (Your Name) and I’m your neighbor 

from over on (Your Street).  I am walking with 
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some of our other neighbors, volunteering my 

time, because of my concern about (the issue).  

The issue could be very specific, or very broad, 

such as, 

1. “the lack of attention shown to us by 

Congressman (name).  It appears he is 

more concerned about lobbyist priorities 

than the concerns of his constituents.”  Or, 

2. “the President’s attempt to jam health care 

through Congress without our input.” Or, 

3. “erosion of freedom in our country.” Or, 

4. “the lack of checks and balances in our 

existing Federal Government power 

structure.  We really need two parties to 

balance this Congress.” 

5. “the way Congress and the President are 

mortgaging our children’s future by 

running up a huge debt.” 

6. “the need to fire any Congressman who 

ignores the people he represents.” 
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 I am seeking the help of people who feel as I do.  

Can I count on your support? (if yes or no or 

maybe, mark the sheet by circling F/A/U)   

 I have a handout which describes the issue and 

includes contact information for me and for 

Congress.  Hand it to them. 

 If favorable, “Would you be willing to:  

1. Serve as a block captain to help me get 

the word out?  If yes, “That’s great.  Verify 

phone number.  (circle Volunteer on the 

voter list)  I’ll bring some materials to you 

later today, if that’s ok with your schedule.   

2. Write a personal letter to our 

Congressman?  If yes, “That’s great.  

(circle V on the voter list) On the handout, 

I have a sample of a message that 

contains all of the pertinent information 

you can use to write your own.  I have 

been told that the most effective way to 

communicate with Congress is through 

hand-written letters.  I really appreciate 
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your willingness to join us in writing.  Can I 

pick it up later today for mailing?” (Why 

pick it up? To assure it gets done.  It 

reinforces urgency and action.) 

3. E-mail your family and friends and ask 

them to get involved?  If yes, “That’s 

great.  (Mark V) I have a sample message 

you can use to include all the bullet points.  

Would you send me a copy of the e-mail?” 

4. Telephone neighbors and friends to ask 

them to join in alerting Congress about our 

feelings? If yes, “That’s great.  If I bring 

you a list would you call those in the 

immediate neighborhood?” 

 

Be specific about what you want them to do.  Ask for 

specific, verifiable commitments (remember the $2 bet).    

 

Every commitment brings additional opportunities to 

reinforce your collective unity.  You can begin to lead 
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your precinct and achieve a sustained group of 

volunteers who will swing into action when you call.   

During the debate with X-President 

Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan used the 
now famous line, “There you go again.” 
(PBS.org newshour – 2nd Presidential debate) 
By exposing the rhetoric (and 
implausible policies) of Jimmy Carter, 
he used the statements and comments 
of Carter to expose his foolishness in 
expecting good things to come from 
government rather than the American 
people.  In this way, we, too, can 
expose the reasons for returning to 
neighbors to get action on a variety of 
issues.  Just announce, “There he goes 
again.  I need your help to stop this 
issue.”    

What if they say “no” to your request?  It doesn’t mean 

they won’t say “yes” to another issue or another 

candidate.  But how should you handle it?   
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“That’s ok.  But I would ask you to keep my contact 

information (give them the handout) and contact me if an 

issue comes up that concerns you.  I’ll be glad to ask my 

fellow volunteers to help you get something done.”  

(Mark your list as “A” – Against) “Thank you for your 

courtesy/consideration.” 

 

What if they say “yes” but don’t want to write or commit 

to any of your requests?  Give them a handout and ask 

them to keep your contact information.  Mark them as “U” 

undecided and thank them for their 

courtesy/consideration.  It’s more than likely they said 

“yes” just to be polite, but their lack of commitment keeps 

them in the Undecided column. 

 

When you get home, mark the names of any committed 

voters (Favorable, only) on your master list; or prepare 

an Excel© spreadsheet.  Include each of the list items 

and any personal observations or additional features of 

the conversation.  You may have noticed a pick-up truck 



 
 
 

What Can I Do? 
 

 117 

in the driveway.  Truck owners can be helpful in putting 

out signs during election campaigns.  Telephone workers 

could also help in election-day “get-out-the-vote” 

activities.  One may have commented that he/she is a 

lawyer.  Knowing who to call to ask for help may not be 

required until next year.  But by adding it into your data 

file, it can be retrieved in a data sort.  
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4H. Other Tactics 
One Councilman, for whom I worked, used to say, 

“There’s more than one way to skin a cat.”  He used this 

speech in matters requiring legislation involving complex 

political issues.   

     For instance, a controversial zoning 
issue was brought to his attention.  The 
attorney representing the developer 
had met with the residents and 
determined to solve their concerns.  
The residents were ok with the 
solutions but wanted assurances that 
the solutions would not be undone by 
the Council at a later date.  No one at 
the Council level could make that 
assurance since future members had 
the discretion to change the zoning.   

     To find another way to secure a 
guarantee, the developer’s attorney 
proposed to file title restrictions on the 
property, and to file a “declaratory 
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judgment” lawsuit which could not be 
appealed after 30 days.  This was 
acceptable to the residents and 

provided the guarantee they needed to 
accept the developer’s plan.  The 
parties had found another “way to skin 
the cat.”  Zoning laws don’t trump title 
restrictions, so anyone seeking a 
change would have to obtain approval 
from the property owners in order to 
gain acceptance.   

 

It may be time, as some states have done, to use a 

different tactic to affect or prevent change.  Several 

states have adopted legislative measures to reaffirm their 

sovereignty.  Montana and other states have adopted 

sovereignty legislation which prevents US regulation of 

their right to carry handguns, or to purchase weapons 

and ammunition manufactured totally within the State.   
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It may be time to get the Attorney General from a State 

to challenge 10th amendment violations.  The federal 

government has no authority to impose legislative or 

administrative regulations over education (and other 

issues).  The 10th Amendment reserves that right to 

States or to individuals within the state.  Any power not 

specifically granted to the Federal Government is simply 

not theirs.  An Attorney General’s challenge could be 

obtained through a letter writing campaign to your 

Attorney General.   

 

Most, if not all, Attorneys General are elected officials 

and desire to keep voters happy.  They may find it hard 

to resist the national attention afforded anyone who 

begins to unravel and restrict powers of the federal 

government while standing on the Constitution as a 

basis.  Just think how much less money would have to 

be taxed to support a “lean” federal government.   

 

The power of the Federal Government to regulate should 

actually be to make it easier (to make regular) to transact 
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business between states.  In other words, a proper 

power of the Federal Government, and therefore 

Congress, would be to make it easier to purchase health 

insurance across state lines.  It is not a proper function of 

the Federal Government to establish an insurance 

company to improperly compete, and eventually 

eliminate, private health insurance companies.   

 

Many of the really good ideas come from the genuine 

common sense of individuals across America.  Never be 

afraid to propose a common sense solution to a 

problem..  Former President Ronald Reagan used to say, 

“It’s amazing how much you can accomplish if you don’t 

care who gets the credit.”   

     One such example of a common 
sense solution involved, the Causeway, 
a toll bridge which crosses Lake 
Pontchartrain in Southeastern 
Louisiana.  Commuters would back up 
from the toll plaza until safety was 

being compromised.  In fact, motorists 
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were completely stopped on the 
interstate highway leading to the 
bridge, causing huge delays and 

danger to those at the end of the 
stoppage.  Feeder streets were choked 
as motorists attempted to find a way 
around the mess.   
     A letter to the editor was published, 
having been written by a commuter 
who simply asked why tolls needed to 
be collected on both ends of the 
bridge.  He proposed that twice as 
much be collected on the end which 
had no delays and posed no hazard.  
One legislator agreed and began to 
champion the idea.  He was met with a 
disagreeable number of impediments 
which collectively and individually 
made no sense.  He “bulled” ahead and 
finally got the plan implemented on a 

trial basis.    
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     The first day must have been 
surprising to commuters.  There were 
no delays and no back-ups.  The 

interstate was moving smoothly and 
safety was dramatically improved.  
Feeder streets in residential 
neighborhoods were open and 
uncongested.  The opponents looked 
silly and the legislator enjoyed amazing 
popularity.   

 

What is frustrating is the fact that you can’t get anyone to 

listen.  The average voter is ignored or patronized by 

elected officials.  Frustration boils over into TEA Parties 

and more when the issues are significant.  The federal 

government can seize the stock of a manufacturing 

company (GM®) and steal the assets from bondholders 

as an ordinary thug might do.  But if you take public 

steps to assemble and peacefully object (which is your 

duty as an American citizen, and a right guaranteed by 

the 1st Amendment to the Constitution), you are branded 
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as an orchestrated, right-wing, wacko, astro-turf group 

whipped into action by Fox News, Glenn Beck, and Rush 

Limbaugh.   

 

Wake-up, America!  After the TEA Parties, we need to 

organize our individual precincts to remove those who 

have forgotten who they represent.  If your Congressmen 

won’t listen, he faces re-election in 2010.  One-third of 

the Senate faces re-election in the fall of 2010.  You 

could beat them in the primary and end their careers.  

Chances are you will get their attention and secure a 

change in their attitude.  Either way, you can win through 

work and passion.   

 

Begin Now!  Today!  It’s not too early to organize your 

precinct for the next election or to oppose the next issue.  

President Obama has promised to change the greatest 

country on the planet.  He is rushing proposals through 

Congress faster than any President before him.  He’s 

spending more money (although technically he can’t 

spend anything Congress doesn’t approve.) faster than 
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all the Presidents in the history of our nation - combined. 

(Brian Riedl, Heritage Foundation, 8/25/09)  And, he is 

exercising greater influence over private industry than 

ever.  Using the guise of a crisis, he has taken powers 

that don’t exist in the Executive Branch and imposed 

rules upon private business – dissolving contracts – and 

stealing assets (violating the Constitution in the process).    

 

Vigilance is a twenty-four hour a day job.  By dividing the 

duties among several people, action can be taken while 

your day-to-day responsibilities are met.    YOU can 

become a force in your precinct to change the outcome 

of your own neighborhood.  Other like-minded individuals 

who determine to work their individual precincts can 

begin to organize an entire political district to change the 

outcome of issues and elections.   
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4I. “Pass it on.” 

 Spread the “WORD” about what you are doing.  Others 

will be encouraged by your efforts, and eventually, your 

results.  There are many months between now and the 

next election cycle.  By establishing the groundwork now, 

you have an opportunity to “sweep” Congress clean of 

any representatives who fail to honor your views.   

 

None of us want excessive debt passed onto our 

children, or runaway inflation due to excessive 

borrowing.  Most don’t want excessive taxation.  Most 

don’t want the Federal Government removing our 

freedoms or ignoring our Constitution.  Most want secure 

borders and equal opportunity.  Most of us want an 

existence which doesn’t require intrusion or interference 

from some government “elite” who has decided we 

shouldn’t have access to a “Big Mac”™ without a special 

tax.   

 

There’s a lot wrong with our current programs.  Most of 

the problems have been caused by government 
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interference – not by private action.  Remember Ronald 

Reagan’s pronouncement that the greatest fear an 

American can experience is the statement, 

 “I’m from the Federal Government and 
I’m here to help.” 

 

In his publication, “A Time for Choosing” Ronald Reagan 

offered the following statistics:   

     Since the beginning of the century, our gross 
national product has increased 33 times.  In the 
same period, the cost of our national government 
has increased 234 times and while the workforce is 
only one and one-half times greater, federal 
employees number nine times as many. 
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5. Operation Clean Sweep 

It may become necessary to retire your Congressman – 

or any elected official.  Your own Congressman may so 

disagree with your positions so frequently that you 

cannot afford to allow him/her to remain in office.  Our 

Constitution provides us with an opportunity to 

peacefully remove that person and replace him/her with 

another.  But it won’t be easy.  It will take research, 

teamwork and hard work. 

 

5A. Monitor Votes of Congressman 
You must understand the votes of your Congressman.  

Obviously, an “up” or “down” vote on an issue is easy to 

comprehend.  A “yea” vote is clearly in favor, while a 

“nay” vote is cast in opposition.  A Congressman or 

Senator may “abstain” from voting.  An abstention is 

clearly an attempt to support the leadership without 

annoying a constituency.  A “no” vote may tip the 

balance.  An abstention doesn’t support the measure but 

doesn’t provide a vote to overcome in order to pass it. 
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Some votes are parliamentary in nature, but have the 

effect of defining a position.  For instance, a vote to cut-

off debate may be a “test” vote to count “noses”, so to 

speak, by the leadership.  A vote for cloture – to cut-off 

debate – alerts the leadership to the number of votes 

they have to pass or defeat a measure.   A Senator who 

votes to cut-off debate will signal his intention to support 

the measure as it has been defined.  A vote against 

cloture will generally mean the Senator is still trying to 

secure additional changes or would prefer to stall the 

measure in an attempt to defeat it.   Often these votes 

are final votes, if the measure does not have enough 

votes to pass.  The leadership will just withdraw the 

measure, lacking enough support to get it through.  You 

must be able to determine the position of your elected 

representative on any given measure to determine 

his/her position, unless it’s publicly stated.    

 

You can monitor these votes on-line at govtrack.us 

website.  Many newspapers will publish votes each week 

as a routine.  But since journalism died during 2008 in 
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America, votes may go unpublished on issues of 

significance.  For example, the vote to confirm Cass 

Sunstein may be important to you.  But the local 

newspaper may consider this a “minor” vote and exclude 

it from the weekly article.  On the day he was confirmed, 

President Obama addressed a joint session of Congress 

on the topic of healthcare.  Even if they printed the 

Sunstein story, you may have missed it because of the 

primary story of the day.  So, you have to make 

arrangements to follow the votes and actions of your 

legislators. 
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5B. Start a Scrapbook 
Monitor and document the quotes of elected officials.  

Scour the newsletters, newspapers, blogs, and media 

interviews of your elected representatives.  Many are 

now being installed on “YouTube” videos for easy recall.  

When your Congressman takes a position against yours, 

you should document it.  If you receive a reply to your 

letter in opposition, you should save it.  Later, it can be 

useful to firmly support your reasons to others who may 

take a different view of the Congressman.   

 

Many elected officials will deny something they voted on 

or said, indicating it was taken out of context.  If you have 

the documentation, you can properly cast them as liars to 

those who are uninformed.   If President Obama says to 

“judge me by the people I surround myself with”, 

introduce your neighbors to some of his Czars.  They are 

so very radical, many won’t want to accept the 

statements they have made or written.  You must have 

documentation to support your position. 

 



 
 
 

After The TEA Party 
 

 132 

5C. Sweep Congress Clean 
In any event, those who oppose your basic principles 

must not be re-elected.  If they are comfortable taking 

your hard-earned tax dollars to pay those who refuse to 

work, they should be retired.  If they truly want to give 

stimulus funds to ACORN, work to get them out.  If a 

promise is made to hold unemployment below 8% by 

spending $950 billion and it jumps to 10%, tell them to 

stop spending. If the administration fires a whistleblower 

while Congress fails to protect the honest inspectors, 

“winking” at continued corruption in federal grants, get rid 

of them! 

 

If your Congressman blushes at the takeover of private 

industry (banks, automakers) by the federal government 

and does nothing to stop the unconstitutional power grab 

by the Administration, show him/her the door.   

 

If your Congressman supports the plan to close 

Guantanamo Bay prison and move terrorists to US soil 

jeopardizing your safety, get him/her out.  If they agree 
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we should read “Miranda” rights to terrorists on the 

battlefield, send them packing.  If they don’t stop the 

prosecution of anti-terrorist, intelligence agents who kept 

us safe since 911, they shouldn’t be in office.   

 
If any Congressman wants to support any measure 

which violates the Constitution, retire them.  That 

includes 10th Amendment protections against usurping 

State powers over education, energy, healthcare and 

private business.  That also includes the 2nd Amendment 

rights to own guns to protect us from an oppressive 

federal government.  

 

Those who violate the law, lie to constituents, pad their 

own pockets, waste taxpayer funds, take personal 

junkets at taxpayer expense, accept largess from 

lobbyists, refuse to ask for your views at town hall 

meetings, or represent special interests over their own 

constituents must be removed in favor of another 

candidate.  
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We can no longer tolerate ethical lapses from those we 

send to represent us.  Those who violate the law must all 
be “swept” from office so the people can be truly 

represented.  

 
 
 
Ronald Reagan, in 1964 in “A Time for Choosing” 
warned of the dangers that exist to threaten our 
freedom – our way of life. 
 

We are at war with the most dangerous 
enemy that has ever faced mankind in 
his long climb from the swamps to the 
stars, and it has been said if we lose 
that war, and in so doing lose this way 
of freedom of ours, history will record 
with the greatest astonishment that 
those who had the most to lose did the 
least to prevent its happening. 

 
(The National Federation of Republican Women, 1984) 
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5D. A “Cross” on Top of the US Capital 
The ACLU receives special privileges in legislation 

because it is an organization which purports to defend 

the constitutional rights of citizens.  Yet, I have never 

seen a single action brought by the ACLU to defend the 

rights of American citizens collectively.  What I’m saying 

is that their only focus deals with classes or segments of 

people.   

 

The right of all Americans to pray is reduced to favor the 

four atheists who act offended when someone bows 

his/her head.  Yet, Congress uses a “charitable” reason 

for stealing the tax dollars of working Americans 

(collectively) to wage a war on poverty.  Acting as a 

“church” should act, Congress adopts federal legislation 

to spend secular tax money collected from working 

Americans to support welfare, aid for dependent children, 

housing, utility payments, food distribution, healthcare 

and more.  They pay victims of disasters and terrorist 

actions using funds taken from the collective treasury.  

Where does it stop?   
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The AmeriCorps program is a program using our tax 

dollars for individuals to perform work in communities 

throughout the country.  They just received an additional 

5 billion dollars under the stimulus package without 

delineating the use of the funds.  Americans have proven 

themselves to be the most generous people on the 

planet and will pay any amount, perform any task, help 

any person in need.  Yet, our government is proposing to 

reduce tax deductions for charitable giving and to raise 

taxes to pay for increased spending on charitable 

measures “they” deem necessary.  This has the effect of 

making people beholding to government rather than the 

goodness of neighbors or to God.  

 
When did the cross appear on top the capital?  When 

did stealing your money for benevolent gestures become 

the roll of the federal government?  It is not a power 

granted to the United States in the Constitution.   
 



 
 
 

What Can I Do? 
 

 137 

6. Conclusion 
America was formed by some very brave individuals who 

risked everything they had to gain something as precious 

as freedom.  It has been ingrained in each native-born 

American and should never be taken away.  Those who 

understood freedom, stood against even their neighbors 

and brothers so that slaves could become free.    

 

Despising, as not cool, the principles we find basic and 

sacred, progressives have been very effective.  The 

concept of “tolerance” has been predominant in driving 

principled Americans into hiding.  You have been allowed 

to feel guilty, afraid to be branded with a label (racist, 

intolerant, homo-phobe, birther, nazi, brownshirt, right-

winger, and more), and diminished because of your 

values.  There has been a concerted effort to caste 

religious followers as “narrow-minded” and “intolerant” 

rather than humble, charitable, and obedient to lawful 

governance. 
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Yet, liberals are re-branding their central issues and 

finding cute names for awful ideas.   Calling a 

homosexual “gay” provides a cute name for a behavior 

most Americans find abhorrent.  “Planned Parenthood” is 

a cute name for an abortion group that sells baby parts.  

How much support would Planned Parenthood get if their 

organization was titled, “Infanticide?”  Freedom of Choice 

Act (FOMC) is being debated as we speak.  It sounds so 

innocuous.  Yet, its purpose is to muzzle religious 

opponents of abortion and force doctors to perform 

abortions on demand – even in Catholic, Methodist, 

Baptist and other religious hospitals.     

 

Parents’ rights, national sovereignty, marriage, and 

worship are under attack constantly, daily, in every 

medium to discourage the very principles we know to be 

foundational.  We have cowered from this barrage 

because no one stood up – not church leaders or elected 

leaders - for those values, against an enemy appearing 

in school, on TV, in song, and in movies.  We have been 
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reluctant to share views with neighbors due to the fear of 

hearing scolds or reprimands in the form of labeling.   

     I was asked to keep a niece 

informed about family news, by her.  
When I included my niece in e-mails 
alerting her to a new baby born to our 
family, I was personally scolded by her 
for views she mistakenly assumes I 
hold.   
     Since I owe her nothing, especially 
no explanation or justification for who I 
am, I just don’t communicate with her 
any longer.  She doesn’t deserve any 
explanation and won’t receive future 
family information from me.   
     But, as a tolerant progressive who 
supported “hope and change”, she is 
among the ignorant who have no 
historical perspective upon which to 
base her conclusions.  She is full of 

knowledge gained from university 
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studies but completely ignorant of 
practical application based upon 
American history and values.   

     Liberal elites can recite, every “so-
called” fact offered on MTV or 
Letterman, but don’t know there is a 
second stanza to the national anthem 
or how it reads.   
     University graduates from her era 
generally don’t know that slaves built 
the “Wall Street” wall.  In fact, for the 
17th and 18th centuries, New York had 
the largest urban slave population in 
the United States. And, even after the 
Emancipation Proclamation, continued 
to send two ships a week to trade in 
slavery.  (The Hartford Courant 2009)   They 
think slavery was a “Suthun Thang!”     
     They don’t know Theodore 
Roosevelt established the National 

Parks Program or that Richard Nixon 
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established the EPA.  They think 
Republicans want to exploit natural 
resources and destroy the 

environment.”  (www.epa.gov/history; 
www.pbs.org/national parks/history) 
     Maybe she’ll read this and realize (to 
quote a black President) how she 
“behaved stupidly” and without any 
realistic basis.   

 
      'The trouble with our liberal friends is not that 
they're ignorant; it's just that they know so much that 
isn't so.'  Ronald Reagan 

 

I have been asked frequently about methods of dealing 

with liberal progressives to change their thinking.  I offer 

what has been effective for me.  I usually ask questions, 

but I won’t argue with fools. 

 

When people support President Obama’s health care 

reform, I ask, “So, you support the Commissioner of 
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HealthCare being able to access your bank account for 

ETF transactions?”    Or, “So, you support giving $10 

billion to the SEIU Union which would raise your cost for 

healthcare?”  Or, “IRS sharing of tax records with the 

Commissioner of HealthCare doesn’t bother an honest 

person like you?”  Or, “Then you don’t mind cutting 

Medicare to senior citizens?” (All of these provisions are 

in HB 3200 under consideration)  Remember, Obama 

has not submitted a healthcare reform plan in legislation.  

He has only talked in over 92 speeches about “his” plan.  

Yet, it isn’t a written plan that anyone can examine. 

“What is the bill number of the Obama plan so I can 

review it?” 

 

To paraphrase radio host Rush Limbaugh, smile (like 

“Moonies”) the entire time you’re speaking with liberals 

and recognize they are just ignorant.  Treat them as you 

would any other poor, stupid soul, with pity and mercy.  

Smile when you ask a question.  Act truly interested in 

the formulation and reasoning for their opinion. 
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 Make them justify something with an answer that 

requires a basis – not just “Letterman said so.”   The 
labeling of a person is offered to cut-off debate.  It is 

offered when the person runs out of ideas for his/her 

position.  When an insecure person begins to doubt 

his/her own ability to successfully debate an idea, he will 

frequently resort to attacking the messenger.  That’s why 

a question enables the liberal to come to the conclusion 

on his own rather than having you win the argument 

through imposition of your ideas.  If he/she concludes the 

view you hold, that person can remain smart and sassy – 

even superior!  If he/she continues to behave “stupidly”, 

just excuse yourself and exit the conversation.  You 
can’t debate stupid!   
 

Become the power in your precinct.  Ask questions of 

those who oppose you.  Pray for guidance and success.  

Work very hard.  Apathy is dead!  Take action, now! 

 

God Bless America! 

 



 
 
 

After The TEA Party 
 

 144 

7. References 
In determining your course of action, you may need 

additional resources.  Many are available through 

organizations established to present studies and reports.  

I used several in this book and often read many blogs, 

releases, and publications offered by the following sites:  

 
US Congress                                    www.house.gov 

US Senate                                        www.senate.gov 

Fox News                                         www.foxnews.com 

Drudge Report                                 drudgereport.com 

Gov Track Votes                              www.govtrack.us 

LinkedIn                                           www.linkedin.com 

The Heritage Foundation                 www.heritage.org 

Family Research Council                 www.frcaction.org 

Patriot Moms                                    www.asamom.org 

National Center for  

Constitutional Studies                      www.nccs.net 

American Liberty Alliance      www.americanlibertyalliance.com 

Campaign for Liberty             www.campaignforliberty.com 
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Don Crist has been a small business consultant for nearly a 
decade. He has also performed as a political consultant 
during various election cycles and illustrates some of his 
many experiences in this publication.   
 
“Protecting Profits in Any Economy”, the author’s first 
publication, provides help to owners of small businesses 
who need basic tools in performing all phases of business 
management.  His ability to simplify complex issues is 
paramount in successfully outlining steps to take to enhance 
business and political management efforts.   
 
His fierce adherence to basic American principles and his 
love of the Constitution motivated him to write a guide for 
those seeking to preserve America.  He fears the Obama 
Administration has begun a systematic effort to dismantle 
the 10th Amendment to the Constitution.  Methods of 
overcoming that effort, through viable action taken by 
average Americans, can stop the Administration and 
preserve the rule of law for future generations.    
 
“What Can I Do?” offers a course of action available to 
everyone who has shed apathy and wants to take action to 
win the political conflict.   
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The information contained herein is not presented as 
original material.  It has been compiled from readings and 
offerings from a host of individuals, newscasts, 
conversations, personal observations, etc.  It is deemed a 
compilation of these various works and is now accumulated 
by the author as a resource to guide those who fear a loss of 
freedom.  Where original sources could be obtained, they 
have been identified and titled as original sources.   
 
The author can be contacted by e-mail at 
pcc@aboutbizhelp.com.  His publications can be purchased 
through www.amazon.com; or through the author’s website 
at www.aboutbizhelp.com.   
 

 

 

        


